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partially reconstructed from the quotations from it in other writers. 
The effect of Tyconius’ work was to produce a type of exegesis which 
avoided crude literalism on the one hand and overstrained allegory 
on the other. Thus Tyconius rejected the old materialistic notion of a 
literal thousand-year reign of Christ with the saints after the first 
resurrection (Rev. 20: 4-6), regarding the Apocalypse as referring to 
the first resurrection which is effected by baptism, and the reign of the 
saints as the reign of the Church in the world to the end of time. It 
seems that he was instrumental in converting Augustine to his view, 
for Augustine at one time believed in a material reign of the saints on 
earth? but afterwards abandoned it.3 Indeed, we may rank Tyconius 
with Ambrose as the major influence upon Augustine’s theory of 
biblical exegesis, and it seems not unlikely that, in the long run, his 
was the stronger influence. 

These are, however, the great outlines of Augustine’s exegesis. It 
is desirable to look more closely, to determine his treatment of the 
Bible when instructing an African congregation. 

Augustine’s fundamental principle is that there can be no deliberate 
falsity in scripture, although God may permit different versions of the 
same episode by different authors. This is the issue underlying his 
famous dispute with Jerome over the interpretation of the apparent 
inconsistency in the behaviour of Peter at Antioch described in Gala- 
tians, when he first ate with the Gentiles and afterwards withdrew from 
them, and so incurred the rebuke of Paul (Gal. 2: 11-21). Jerome, 
following a tradition which looked back to Origen, had suggested that 
the dispute between Peter and Paul was, in fact, deliberately contrived, 
so that the Judaisers might be the more effectively rebuked in the 
person of the prince of the apostles. Augustine repudiated this sort 
of exegesis in the most emphatic language. ‘It seems to me most dis- 
astrous to believe that the sacred books contain any deliberate lie,’ he 
wrote, ‘that is, that those men who preached and wrote the scripture 
for us in any way lied in their books’,+ and he pointed out that if the 
principle of deliberate deceit be once admitted, the whole authority 
of scripture is impaired and every man is left free to make his own 

1 1, 30, 42 ff. The Liber Regularum has been critically edited by F. C. Burkitt (Texts 


and Studies 11, 1, Cambridge, 1894). 2 Serm. 259, 2. 
3 De Civ. Dei, Xx, 7. 4 Ep. 28, 3, 3- 
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interpretation on the supposition that any passage may be a well- 
intentioned lie.! Augustine’s remonstrance is not simply a plea for the 
apostles’ honesty. It is a plea for honesty in the Christian exegete, for 
the sort of attitude which makes serious criticism possible. It does not 
exclude the possibility, which Augustine fully recognised, that dis- 
crepancies may exist between authors, that reported conversations may 
record the general tone rather than the actual words of the speakers,? 
and that individual authors, even if inspired, may differ in their order 
of narration.3 Indeed, Augustine takes this for granted; but he rejects 
any attempt to avoid exegetical difficulties by the sacrifice of intellectual 
integrity. In this respect, Augustine has a remarkably modern approach 
to biblical criticism. 

On the other hand, Augustine’s attitude neither diminishes his 
respect for the authority of scripture as a whole nor does it impose 
upon him any necessity, when confronted by two apparently contra- 
dictory readings, to choose between them with a view to establishing 
the original text. On the contrary, as we have seen, Augustine is fully 
prepared to accept variant readings without any attempt to discriminate 
between them so long, at least, as they do not raise theological difficul- 
ties. Thus, during the Pelagian controversy, when he was concerned 
to defend the doctrine of the common participation of all men in 
Adam’s primal sin, through their seminal presence in their progenitor’s 
loins at the time of the Fall, Augustine notes that certain manuscripts 
of Romans have the reading: death reigned from Adam until Moses, even 
over them that sinned in the likeness of Adam’s transgression (Rom. 5:14), 
in place of the more usual had not sinned. Since, however, this reading 
accords perfectly well with the doctrine that all men sinned in Adam, 
Augustine does not pursue the matter further.4 Either reading is in 
conformity with Catholic doctrine and may, for that reason, be 
accepted, 

Similar considerations seem to have governed a more famous piece 
of Augustinian exegesis: his notorious interpretation of Rom. 5: 12: 
in quo omnes peccaverunt— in that all sinned’—as if it were the 
equivalent of év @ mdvtes fjpaptov—‘in whom [i.e. Adam] all sinned’. 
In his numerous citations of this verse against the Pelagians, Augustine 

t Ep. 28, 3, 5. On the whole dispute see J. B. Lightfoot, Se Paul’s Epistle to the 


Galatians (10th ed. London, 1890), pp. 128-32. 2 De Cons. Evang. , 12, 29. 
3 Jbid. U, 21, 51. 4 Ep. 157, 35 19. 
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never hesitates about the correctness of his understanding and never, 
so far as we can tell, thought of consulting the original Greek to see 
if it would bear the interpretation he placed upon it. The reason for 
this neglect seems clear. Augustine’s exegesis was what he had learned 
in his early days as a Christian, and he never doubted that it was 
Catholic doctrine. This, he thought—wrongly as it happened—was 
the understanding of the universal Church. There was therefore no 
place for private judgement.! 

The reasons for this apparently cavalier attitude to the text of 
scripture are simple enough. Augustine’s general view of the authority 
of the Bible and the character of inspiration did not require the literal 
acceptance of any particular text but its understanding in the light of 
what the Church teaches. For Augustine the evangelists are Christ’s 
hands,? not mere inert instruments, and they write their accounts at 
God’s suggestion, not his dictation.3 This attitude to the nature of 
inspiration helps to account for Augustine’s refusal to be bound by any 
particular text, even though he regarded the Septuagint as having 
primary authority in the Old Testament, and explains why he felt no 
inclination to create a critical text in the modern sense of the term. His 
guide to understanding scripture is not biblical criticism but the 
authority of the Catholic Church. 

Furthermore, Augustine’s approach to scriptural exegesis is first and 
foremost that of a pastor, designed to instruct his congregation in the 
doctrine of the Church and to stir their minds to a greater warmth of 
devotion. In the fourth book of the De Doctrina Christiana Augustine 
writes at some length about the task of the preacher. He must, of 
course, be thoroughly well acquainted with scripture and draw upon 
its eloquence to support his own words,* but his sermon is primarily 
an act of worship, preceded by prayer and delivered without formal 
preparation,’ Domino donante, by the inspiration of God.® 


It is the duty of the interpreter and teacher of holy scripture, the defender 
of the true faith and the opponent of error, both to teach what is right and 
to refute what is wrong, and in the performance of this task to conciliate the 


! See G. Bonner, ‘Augustine on Romans v. 12’, Studia Evangelica, v (Texte und 
Ontersuchungen, 103, 1968), 242-7. 

2 De Cons. Evang. 1, 35, §4- 3 Ibid, 1, 21, 51. 

4 De Doc. Christ. 1, §, 8. 5 Ibid. 1V, 15, 32. 

6 In Ioan. Evang. Tr. 15, 1: Ea quae dicturus sum Domino donante... 
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hostile, to rouse the careless, and to tell the ignorant both what is occurring 
at present and what is probable in the future.! 


It is this view of the function of the Christian preacher which helps 
to explain certain Augustinian exegeses which seem most extravagant 
to the modern reader. Thus, having taken for his text the words of the 
psalm: Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks, so longeth my soul after 
thee, O God (41: 2. EVV. 42: 1), Augustine proceeds to develop the 
theme into an exposition of a doctrine of mystical contemplation.? 
Abbot Butler, who quoted this sermon at length in his famous study 
of Western mysticism, considered that it would be 


acknowledged by even the most objective exegete to be a noble piece of 
exegesis—a masterpiece of its kind. For however little it may express the 
real thought of the Psalmist, still, without doing violence to the text, it 
makes the words, with rare skill, serve as the basis of a statement of mystical 
doctrine forestalling the lines laid down by the great mystics of later times.3 


This is true; but it nevertheless remains difficult for many modern 
readers to accept an exposition which bears so little relation to the 
thought of the original writer of the text. Nor is acceptance made 
easier when Augustine likens the thirst of the Psalmist for God to that 
which the hart was believed to conceive through destroying serpents— 
a piece of natural history which had been accepted by no less an 
authority than Origen, and which was to have a great future in the 
medieval bestiaries. “The hart destroys serpents, and after the killing 
of serpents, it is inflamed with thirst yet more violent. The serpents are 
thy vices; destroy the serpents of iniquity, then wilt thou long yet 
more for the Fountain of Truth.’* Good allegory, no doubt; but poor 
zoology. 

Again, Augustine’s fondness for allegory combined with his reliance 
on a faulty Latin text based on the Septuagint produces some strange 
interpretations. In his version of Ps. 30: 21 (EVV. 31: 21) the Greek 
phrase év 1réAei trepioxfis was rendered ‘in a city of circumference’ (in 
civitate circumstantiae) by the all-too-literal translator, instead of ‘in a 
fortified city’, which is the meaning of the Hebrew and, indeed, of the 

t De Doc, Christ. 1, 4, 6. 
2 Enarr. in Ps. 41. 


3 Cuthbert Butler, Western Mysticism (grd ed. London, 1967), p. 24. 
4 Enarr. in Ps. 41, 3. Cf. Origen, Hom. in Cant. 2, 113 Hom. in Ter. 18, 9. 
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Greek, Augustine, however, was perfectly satisfied with his version, 
and referred the phrase to the Gentile church, which is found on the 
circumference of the Chosen People. 


There they were, the Chosen People, alone in the midst of the nations. But 
the prophet looks and sees the future Church of God established in all 
nations; and because all the nations surrounded the solitary people of the 
Jews like the circumference round the centre of a circle, he calls this Church 
of all nations that he foresees the city of circumference.! 


Like Augustine’s hart desiring the water-brooks, this understanding 
of the text is clearly too far removed from the original thought of the 
Psalmist to be congenial to a modern congregation. There is, however, 
no reason to suppose that Augustine would have abandoned it in the 
light of modern criticism. It served its purpose if it increased Faith, 
Hope and Love in the hearts of his hearers. 

Even more disconcerting, however, is Augustine’s fascinated pre- 
occupation with the hidden meanings, the sacramenta, of scripture. 
These are to be found everywhere: in the titles of the psalms,? in the 
names of men and places,3 and, especially, in numbers.4 There was 
nothing original in Augustine here. His contemporaries, pagan and 
Christian alike, attributed the greatest significance to numerology, 
and for Augustine and his congregation every number was a divine 
symbol, providing a key to the sacred text. Thus the six water- 
pots at the marriage at Cana in Galilee (John 2: 6) represent the Six 
Ages of the world, from Adam to the Last Judgement, and the sixth 
age begins with the coming of the Lord, who conforms our mind to 
his own image and turns water into wine as a sign.5 The forty-six years 
needed to build the Temple at Jerusalem (John 2: 20) refer to Christ, 
the Second Adam, for the numerical value of the Greek letters of the 

1 Enarr. in Ps. 30, 3, 9 (tr. E. Hill). 

2 Enarr. in Ps. 29, 2, 6: In hoe titulo est omnis spes, et universum sacramentum 
dissolvendae huius quaestionis. 

3 Enarr. in Ps. 80, 2: Interpretatio...nominis mystertum intimat occultae veritatis. 
Cf. De Doc. Christ. 1, 16, 233 39, $9- 


4 See Marie Comeau, Saint Augustin, exégéte du quatriéme Evangile (and ed. Paris, 
1930), pp. 127-42, and M. Pontet, L’exégése de S. Augustin prédicateur (Paris, 1945), 


PP. 278-303. 

8 In Ioan. Evang. Tr. 9, 6. For the theory of the Six Ages, see C. W. Jones, Bedae 
Opera de Temporibus (Cambridge, Mass., 1943), p. 345; G. Bonner, Saint Bede in the 
Tradition of Western Apocalyptic Commentary (Jarrow Lecture 1966), pp. 14, 15. 
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name Adam is forty-six.' Again, one hundred and fifty-three, the 
number of the miraculous draught of fishes (John 21: 11), is a triangular 
number, composed of the sum of the integers one to seventeen? and 
has therefore, according to Augustine’s numerical theories, the same 
symbolical value as seventeen. But seventeen is the sum of ten (the 
Decalogue) and seven (the number of the Holy Spirit, who enables 
the elect to fulfil the law). Thus the 153 fishes symbolise the whole 
number of the elect, regenerated by the Holy Spirit. But there is a 
further calculation, which confirms this interpretation. One hundred 
and fifty-three is three times fifty with three added to signify the 
mystery of the Trinity. But the number fifty represents the square of 
seven—the number of the Spirit—with one added to show the unity 
of the Spirit whose operations are sevenfold and who was, moreover, 
sent to the disciples on the fiftieth day (the ancients counted inclusively) 
after the Lord’s resurrection.3 

This numerical interpretation represents Augustine at his most 
extravagant, and most readers will recoil before an exegetical ingenuity 
so subtle and fecund and, withal, so laboured and unconvincing. It 
would be unrealistic and even disingenuous to dismiss it as unchar- 
acteristic—on the contrary, it reflects Augustine’s taste and that of his 
age all too faithfully—but there is another, and more appealing, side 
to Augustine’s use of allegory, when he interprets scripture typologic- 
ally. An impressive example is provided by his treatment of the parable 
of the Good Samaritan,* which he originally understood as simple 
allegoryS but later came to regard as typifying the whole story of 
man’s fall and redemption, with Christ himself as the Samaritan and 
the wounded traveller as Adam. 


The moon occurs in scripture figuratively for the mutability of human 
mortality. Therefore the man who fell among thieves went down from 
Jerusalem [which means ‘Vision of Peace’] to Jericho, because Jericho is a 
Hebrew word which is interpreted in Latin as moon. He therefore who went 


¥ In Ioan. Evang. Tr. 10, 12. 

2 See F. H. Colson, ‘ Triangular numbers in the New Testament’, /7S, xvi (1914), 
67-76. 

3 In Ioan, Evang. Tr, 122, 8. By a slip of the tongue, Augustine says ascension for 
resurrection, 

4 See Dominique Sanchis, ‘Samaritanus ille. L’exégése augustinienne de la parabole 
du bon Samaritain’, Recherches de science religieuse, XLIX (1961), 406-25. 

8 De Gen, c. Man. 11, 10, 13. 
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down as though from immortality to mortality, and fittingly was wounded 
by thieves and left half-dead on the road, is Adam, from whom springs the 
whole human race.? 


This interpretation which, although in recent years commonly 
rejected by New Testament scholars, now seems once more to be 
coming into its own, both conforms to Augustine’s prophetic view 
of the Bible and, at the same time, indicates clearly his practice of 
expounding scripture in the light of the doctrine of the Church and as 
proof of that doctrine. It was for this reason that Augustine appealed 
to the parable of the Good Samaritan during the Pelagian controversy 
to illustrate the gratuitous character of salvation and to rebuke those 
who trusted in their own powers. 

The influence of Augustine on the later biblical exegesis of the 
Latin Middle Ages was enormous. With Jerome, Gregory the Great 
and the Venerable Bede he was one of the four great authorities, and 
would probably have been reckoned the greatest of the four. Modern 
scholarship is likely to prefer Jerome, more learned if less brilliant, 
who sedulously acquired the solid foundation of accurate linguistic 
equipment which Augustine notably lacked. However, while doing 
justice to the very real achievement of Jerome, it is still possible to see 
in the work and teaching of Augustine on biblical exegesis an enduring 
quality which has a relevance for the interpreter of the Bible at the 
present day. 

The most important feature of Augustine’s biblical exegesis is its 
ecclesial quality. The Bible must be read and understood within the 
framework of the life and doctrine of the Christian community and 
not interpreted by mere private judgement, however learned. This 
does not mean, however, that on the Augustinian view we are bound 
to reject inconvenient critical considerations. Indeed, Augustine’s 
doctrine of the character of inspiration left him free to display very 
considerable critical freedom in certain respects. Thus, having origin- 
ally considered the Epistle to the Hebrews to be the work of Paul, 
he came in his old age to treat it as anonymous, while still recognising 
it as canonical.2 There was no difficulty for Augustine here. The 
important consideration was that the Catholic Church recognised 

t Enarr. in Ps. 60, 8. Cf. Quaest. Evangel. 1, 19, where the whole theme is developed. 


2 See Odilo Rottmanner, ‘St Augustin sur l’auteur de l’épitre aux Hébreux’, Revue 
Bénédictine, xvi (1901), 257-61. 


561 


Cambridge Histories Online © Cambridge University Press, 2008 


From the Beginnings to Jerome 


Hebrews as authoritative for the establishment of doctrine. Within this 
framework of authority critical faculties may be exercised, and it is for 
this reason that Augustine can make some judicious and candid remarks 
about the mistaken attribution to Jeremiah of a quotation from Zech- 
ariah in Matt. 27: 9.! Nevertheless, the Bible remains the book of the 
Church, and it is within the Church, the living, working, worshipping 
Christian community, that it must be understood. 

With this ecclesial attitude to scripture goes a clearly defined attitude 
to its function within the Church. The aim of all biblical reading and 
study is to increase Faith, Hope, and Love, and the value of exegesis 
depends on the degree to which these supernatural virtues are devel- 
oped. At a time when the literalism of an older generation is at a 
discount, and scholarly investigation—not infrequently marked by 
what appears to the secular historian to be a quite unwarranted degree 
of scepticism—often seems to add little to the understanding of the 
Christian life, Augustine’s emphasis is a salutary one. In the last resort, 
all study of scripture must, for the Christian, be part of the life in 
Christ. 

Finally, and arising from the foregoing, we must note the Christo- 

centricity of all Augustine’s exegesis. Christ is the guarantor and the 
interpreter of holy scripture, the witness from whom it derives its 
authority. 
That in this faith the mind might advance the more confidently towards the 
truth, the Truth itself, God, God’s Son, assuming humanity without 
destroying his divinity, established and founded this faith, that there might 
be a way for man to man’s God through the God-man. For this is the 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. For it is as man that 
he is the Mediator and the Way.? 


This is Augustine the bishop, writing at the height of his powers; but 
the thought is no different from that expressed at the beginning of his 
Christian life while still a layman, when he warned his son Adeodatus 
that we are not to call anyone on earth our teacher, ‘for One is our 
teacher who is in Heaven’.3 Augustine’s power, both as a preacher and 
as an exegete, lies in the fact that he was, in Frederick van der Meer’s 
fine phrase, ‘an unconditional Christian’. It is this which makes him, 

1 De Cons. Evang. 1, 7, 29. See B. M. Metzger, The Text of the New Testament 


(2nd ed. Oxford, 1968), pp. 153, 154. 
2 De Civ. Dei, x1, 2. 3 De Mag. 14, 46. 
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more than fifteen centuries after his death, supremely worth reading as 
a guide to the understanding, and still more to the application, of 
holy scripture. 


18. THE PLACE OF THE BIBLE IN THE LITURGY 


In his Encyclical Letter Mediator Dei of 20 November 1947 Pope 
Pius XII wrote, ‘To go back in mind and heart to the sources of the 
sacred liturgy is wise and praiseworthy. The study of liturgical origins 
enables us to understand better the significance of festivals and the 
meaning of liturgical formulas and ceremonies.’! This research is 
important not only for the question of feast-days, but for the whole 
structure and content of Christian worship. It is impossible to under- 
stand or to appreciate the significance of any of the historical forms if 
the earliest endeavours to worship God in the Christian faith are 
ignored. But these endeavours did not arise spontaneously, for they 
had some connection with the earlier forms in use in Jewish Temple 
and synagogue. For information on this, the records of the Bible are 
of primary importance. 

There is indeed one apparent complication, that the Bible as such 
was not in existence in the earliest years of the Christian Church, for 
the Canon of the New Testament was not settled till about the third 
century. Nevertheless the documents, both the Old Testament itself, 
and most of the constituents of the New Testament, were widely known, 
and are constantly referred to in the Christian literature of the second 
and third centuries. Apart from anything else, the large amount of 
surviving homiletical literature witnesses to the interest in and know- 
ledge of the scriptures. It follows that the relation between the Bible 
and the worship of the early Church must be investigated. This should 
show not only the facts of the relationship, so far as information can 
be gathered, but also something of the attitude of the Church both 
to scripture and to the problems of worship. 

The investigation must begin with the New Testament, though it 
provides less information than might be expected. But the earliest 
Christians were of Jewish origin, and were accustomed to the services 
held both in the Temple and in the synagogue. The latter were in many 
ways more influential, though some scholars are inclined to the view 


1 Catholic Truth Society translation, Christian Worship (London, 1963 ed.), para. 66. 
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that in fact the synagogue services had little influence on Christian 
worship.! Nevertheless there is in the New Testament some evidence 
of an hereditary connection. The main purpose of the synagogue was 
the reading and interpretation of the scriptures of the Old Testament, 
the Bible of the Jews, as well as prayer. Two lessons were read in the 
service. For the first the Pentateuch, usually referred to as ‘the Law’, 
was divided into fully one hundred and fifty portions which were read 
in continuous course, thus providing one lesson for each week in a 
triennial cycle. The technical name for each was seder or parashah, 
meaning ‘section’. The second lesson, from the Prophets, was known 
as haphtarah, that is, ‘dismissal’, as being the end of the reading. The 
lessons were first read in Hebrew and then translated into the vernacular 
Aramaic, and were followed by an explanation of their significance. 
This triennial cycle is known as the Palestinian cycle. Another in which 
the Law was read in one year is called the Babylonian cycle. Both point 
to the existence of lectionaries for the synagogue, and attempts have 
been made to apply them in the interpretation of New Testament 
writings.2 The further suggestion has been made that a three-year 
course for the Psalter was made to correspond with the two courses 
of lessons. The number of psalms is 150, which along with the supple- 
mentary psalm in the Septuagint nearly equals the number of Sabbaths 
in three years and also the number of sections of the Law. Some writers 
have pointed to similarities in word or idea between a particular psalm 
and the readings for the corresponding day.3 If this theory of the three- 
fold system, Law, Prophets, and Psalms, in a triennial cycle, could be 
proved, it would be very important for the attempt to trace develop- 
ments in Christian worship. There has been however opposition to it, 
on the ground of lack of positive and sure information.* 

The evidence of the New Testament indicates that the Old Testa- 
ment scriptures were regularly read in the synagogue. Luke 4: 16 ff. 
shows that Jesus received the scroll from the ruler and read a passage 
from Isa. 61, and thereafter preached on its significance. The lesson 
from the Law would have been read before Jesus began. Acts 13: 14 ff. 
also speaks of the reading of the Law and the Prophets, followed by 

1 Eg. G. Delling, Worship in the New Testament (London, 1962), pp. 42 f., 92 f,, ete. 

2 E.g. A. Guilding, The Fourth Gospel and Jewish Worship (Oxford, 1960). 

3 E.g, L. Rabinowitz, JQR, n.s. xxvr (1935-6), 349-68; N. H. Snaith, ZAW, N.F. 


X (1933), 304; A. Guilding, Zhe Fourth Gospel and Jewish Worship, pp. 41 £., 81. 
4 E.g. Leon Morris, The New Testament and the Jewish Lectionaries (London, 1964). 
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an invitation given to Paul and his friends by the ruler of the synagogue 
to say a word of exhortation. In Luke 24: 44 Jesus says that everything 
written about him in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms 
must be fulfilled. Whether this refers to a threefold system of readings 
or only to the three parts of the Hebrew Canon is difficult to decide. 
It seems very probable that when the Christians met for their own 
Christian worship a similar pattern would be in use. The early Christian 
services thus retained a Jewish flavour, the Old Testament filling an 
important place in their worship, for it is certain that the Old Testa- 
ment, and especially perhaps what was messianic in content, would be 
carefully studied and discussed. The Pauline letters, for example, con- 
tain many references to the Old Testament and knowledge of that 
scripture would be very helpful if not essential for the understanding 
of his presentation of the Christian message. It is then reasonable to 
believe that at the Christian meetings Old Testament passages were 
read, followed by their interpretation in the light of the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. 

This style of exposition, the explanation and application of revelation 
in the light of the needs of a new age, is found in the Old Testament 
itself. In Deuteronomy, for example, Moses transmits what he has 
received from Yahweh, either to the people of Israel to whom the Law 
and its observance were of importance, or to Aaron who as priest had 
to know about matters of ritual observance. Similarly, according to 
Neh. 8, the book of the Law was read and the sense of the passage 
explained, so that all could understand it. Again, something like this 
took place in the Qumran community, where there was a doresh hat- 
torah, or interpreter of the Law, who shared some responsibility with 
the priest in the directing of the reading of the Book and the study of 
the Law.! The commentaries among the Dead Sea Scrolls may well 
have been records of expositions used in the Qumran assemblies for 
study or worship. Much of the comment was an application of pro- 
phetic and other writings to the contemporary situation.” 

Similarly when Christian services took shape they included the 
reading of scripture and its exposition (cf. 1 Tim. 4: 13). So far as the 
psalms are concerned, the New Testament does not provide direct 
evidence of their use in worship, but since they were used in Jewish 


1G. Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English (Penguin Book, 1963), pp. 22, 81, ete. 
2 Cf. F. F. Bruce, Biblical Exegesis in the Qumrdn Texts (London, 1960), ch. 1. 
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worship and appear very early in post-apostolic worship, it is likely 
that the practice was continuous throughout. The Old Testament thus 
remained influential in Christian faith and practice. But in New Testa- 
ment worship it seems that other compositions could be read. Paul or 
the author of the letters apparently wished them to be read to the 
congregation (cf. Col. 4: 16; 1 Thess. 5: 27), and it is understandable 
that such documents would be highly esteemed. With the passage of 
time, as the Pauline corpus was gathered together, the letters would be 
regarded as increasingly valuable and even authoritative, and eventually 
became part of the Canon of the New Testament. 

There has been discussion as to the nature of the early Christian 
services. Acts 2: 42-6 makes it clear that they met for the “breaking 
of bread’, usually interpreted as the Lord’s Supper, and for ‘prayers’. 
The question has been raised whether any such services were non- 
sacramental, Cullmann thinks that all the Christian services were 
sacramental, and that ‘even if there had been a service which was 
exclusively a service of the Word, it would have been in any case an 
exception’.! But this seems very doubtful. Rather the evidence 
suggests that there were two different types of service. Gregory Dix? 
argued that the synaxis and the Eucharist were separate things with 
different origins, the former a continuation of the synagogue service 
and the latter of distinctly Christian origin from the Last Supper. 
Before long they came to be joined together as one service, though in 
the time of Tertullian they were still on occasion held separately. Thus 
he says, ‘Either the sacrifice is offered, or the word of God is min- 
istered’ (De Cult. Fem. i, xi, 2). 

Another question of importance is, how far liturgical expressions 
and forms are to be found in the New Testament. On this there has 
been much recent discussion. On the one hand it has been suggested 
that whole books of the New Testament have special liturgical import. 
Thus Matthew’s Gospel might represent a collection of material to be 
read at worship-assemblies.3 The Gospel of Mark might have con- 
nections with the Jewish lectionary tradition. The Fourth Gospel might 
be connected with the Jewish lections in commentary form.’ Some of 

1 Early Christian Worship (London, 1953), p. 29- 

2 The Shape of the Liturgy (London, 1945), p. 36. 

3 G. D, Kilpatrick, The Origins of the Gospel according to St Matthew (Oxford, 1946). 


4 P. Carrington, The Primitive Christian Calendar (Cambridge, 1952). 
5 A. Guilding, The Fourth Gospel and Jewish Worship. 
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the epistles have been regarded as homilies for Christian services. Thus 
1 Peter has been explained as a baptismal address.! These suggestions 
have not, however, met with wide acceptance. There is more agreement 
on the idea that in the New Testament there are words and phrases 
which have a liturgical significance and were used in worship-assemblies. 
There are even short passages which may be fragments of liturgy, 
some perhaps credal. For example, ‘He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory’ (1 Tim. 3: 16). Other 
possible passages are Eph. 5: 14; Phil. 2: 5-11; 1 Pet. 3: 15-22; 2 Tim. 
2: 11-13. Further, there are words that are certainly used liturgically, 
some of them of Semitic origin, Amen, Hallelujah, and Maranatha, 
possibly derived from Old Testament worship. The doxologies that 
appear in Revelation, and that at the end of the Lord’s Prayer, have 
found a place in the liturgies, but may well have been in liturgical use 
before they were employed by the New Testament writers. 


SOURCES 


Before proceeding to examine the place of the Bible in the liturgy 
beyond the first century, it may be useful to summarise the sources of 
information to be used. 

In the sub-apostolic period three useful texts are the Epistle of 
Clement of Rome to the Corinthians (c. a.p. 96), Pliny’s Letter to 
Trajan (c. A.D. 112), and the Didache, whose date is doubtful but which 
has been attributed to the period between a.p. 120 and 140. Unfortu- 
nately none of these is of much help for the place of scripture in the 
services. 

In the second century an important document is Justin Martyr’s 
account of the services at Rome in his First Apology, dated about a.p. 
150. Tatian (d. c. A.D. 174) composed the Diatessaron, a harmony of 
the four Gospels, but his only interest here is that in the Syrian liturgy 
the harmony was read and was not displaced by the four separated 
Gospels till about the fifth century. Ignatius in his epistles (A.D. r10- 
17), and Irenaeus (d. A.D. 202) both refer to the Eucharist, but have 
little to say about the use of the Bible there. The Homily on the Passion 
by Melito of Sardis (d. c. A.D. 190) has some bearing on the subject. 


1 FL. Cross, First Peter, A Paschal Liturgy (London, 1947). 
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There were in the third to the fifth centuries documents known under 
the generic term of Church Orders. Among the most useful are the 
Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus, dated about a.p. 250, the Testament 
of our Lord, about a century later, and Apostolic Constitutions, two or 
three decades later still. Additional valuable sources are the Sacra- 
mentary of Serapion, bishop of Thmuis, about a.D. 350, the Catechetical 
Lectures of Cyril of Jerusalem, delivered in A.D. 347, and the Pilgrimage 
of Etheria, written shortly before a.D. 400. There are also references 
more or less extended in the writings of such leaders as Clement of 
Alexandria (a.p. 150-216), Tertullian (d. c. A.D. 240), Origen (d. A.D. 
254), John Chrysostom (d. a.D. 407), Athanasius (d. A.D. 373), Basil 
of Caesarea (d. A.D. 379), Jerome (d. A.D. 420), and Augustine (d. a.p. 
430). 


THE EUCHARIST 


Though originally the synaxis and the Holy Communion were held 
separately, they came to be joined together, and the first clear witness 
to this result is in the writings of Justin Martyr (d. c. A.D. 165), who 
gives two descriptions of the service in his First Apology (ed. A. W. F. 
Blunt, Cambridge, 1911, pp. 97 ff.). The first in chapter 65 describes 
a baptismal service followed by the Eucharist, and the second in 
chapter 67 explains a situation where synaxts and Eucharist are com- 
bined. But in both the point of juncture is quite clear, and in later days 
this was the dividing line between ‘the liturgy of the catechumens’ and 
‘the liturgy of the faithful’. 


The Liturgy of the Catechumens 


In this part of the service there were, as in Justin, lessons and sermon, 
but there was also psalmody, not mentioned by Justin, but frequently 
referred to by other writers, and prayers. These subjects require 
separate investigation. 


The Psalms. Psalmody has always filled an important place in the 
worship of the Church. It was an inheritance from the Jewish Church. 
The liturgy of the Temple included psalms, and indeed the Psalter 
has been called the hymn book of the Second Temple. Some of the 
psalms were ‘proper’, being recited at specific times, especially at the 
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great festivals. Thus the Hallel Psalms (113-18) were sung at the 
Passover, at the Feasts of Weeks, of Tabernacles, and of Dedication, and 
at the New Moon Festivals. Each day of the week had its proper psalm, 
which was recited both at the morning and at the evening sacrifice. 
It is believed that this custom was continued in the synagogue services. 
As already stated, it is possible that the Psalter was recited in triennial 
fashion. 

Though in the New Testament few texts are relevant, many early 
writers speak of the use of psalmody. Clement of Alexandria on several 
occasions mentions psalm-singing (e.g. Strom. vu, 7). Tertullian 
speaks of the scriptures being read, psalms sung, an exhortation spoken, 
and prayers said (De Anima, 9, 4). In the writings of Jerome, John 
Chrysostom, Gregory Nazianzen, Athanasius, Augustine and others, 
there are many notices of psalm-singing in worship. 

The position of the psalms was between the lessons. Tertullian’s 
statement suggests this place, which is confirmed for the Cappadocian 
Church by Basil (Jn Psalm. 28), and by Ambrose for Milan (Zp. 22, 
4, 7). Augustine frequently mentions which psalm was recited. Thus, 
he says, ‘We saw this in the apostolic lesson; thereafter we sang 
a psalm, exhorting one another with one voice and with one heart 
as it ought to be.’ He quotes Ps. 95, and continues, ‘after these 
things the Gospel showed us the cleansing of the lepers’ (Sermo x de 
verbis apostoli), And again, ‘In the apostolic lesson thanks are given 
to God for the faith of the Gentiles. In the psalm we said, Restore us, 
O God of hosts, and let thy face shine that we may be saved (Ps. 80: 7). 
In the Gospel we are called to the feast” (Sermo 132). Augustine is 
interesting also from other points of view. On one occasion he in- 
structed the lector to read a particular psalm on which he intended to 
preach, but the reader being confused a different psalm was read. 
Augustine felt that this indicated the will of God for that day—‘we 
chose to follow in the error of the lector the will of God rather than 
our will in our proposal’ (Jn Psalm. 138)—-and so he changed the 
subject of his sermon. In a well-known passage in his Confessions (x, 
33), he spoke of the power of the temptation to be moved by the sing- 
ing rather than by the import of the words, and felt that in such a case 
it might be better not to hear the psalmody at all. 

These references show that the practice of psalmody was wide- 
spread. It must have been popular, judging by the remarks of many 
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writers. Basil for example addresses some who objected to the alternate 
or antiphonal method of singing and says, “If on this account you 
avoid us, you will avoid the Egyptians, and you will avoid also both 
Libyans, Thebans, Palestinians, Arabians, Phoenicians, Syrians, and 
those who dwell near the Euphrates’ (Zp. 207). No wonder Basil 
thought the objections to it were unreasonable. The method which the 
objectors apparently preferred was the older one, knownas responsorial, 
in which one person, the cantor or leader of song, sang one verse or 
half-verse, while the next verse or half-verse was sung by all or by the 
choir. But the recital of psalms by the congregation fell on evil days, 
and it came about that the psalms were sung by cantor and choir, and 
the only part that remained to the people was some response such as 
Alleluia (cf. Apostolic Constitutions, 1, §7, §). This result was due to a 
large extent to the development of the Singers, who gradually became 
more important in the services. Jerome, Comm. In Ephes. (ad 5: 19), 
speaks of those ‘to whom the office of singing belongs’, and there are 
many other references, especially in the Church Orders. It was certainly 
to be regretted that the congregation lost this valuable exercise, the 
result being to some extent the weakening of the corporate sense of 
worship. 


The Lessons. The lessons formed an essential part of the liturgy. One 
important point is that the service began with the lessons. There was 
for long no preliminary material such as prayers, and even in the days 
of Augustine this was still the case. 

In Justin’s description of the first part of the service (Apol. 1, 67), he 
says that all in the towns or the country gather for the celebration. ‘The 
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read as 
long as time permits.’ Then the reader ceases and the president speaks, 
‘admonishing us and exhorting us to imitate these excellent examples’. 
The service then continues to the communion of the people. 

Apparently two lessons could be read, one from ‘the memoirs of 
the apostles’, possibly a gospel or gospel passage known to Justin, and 
later perhaps incorporated in the canonical gospels, and the other from 
the ‘prophets’, generally taken to be a reading from the Old Testa- 
ment. This order mentioned by Justin might not necessarily be that 
in which the lessons were read. In any case, whereas the synagogue 
lessons began with the Law as the more important and went on to the 
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prophets as secondary, the Christian service reversed the order, putting 
the New Testament lesson and especially the Gospel last, this being 
always and everywhere regarded as the most important and valuable 
of all. 

The lessons continued ‘as long as time permits’. From this it 
appears that there was as yet no fixed lectionary. Whether this indicated 
lectio continua’ is not certain, but it shows that the length of the lesson 
was not yet prescribed. Further, the lessons were read by a reader, 
not by the presiding minister. Was this the beginning of the custom of 
having a special reader or lector, as was the case later when the reader 
belonged to a ministerial order? Or was this merely a general term, not 
referring to a particular office, but simply to the fact that someone must 
read the lessons? The latter seems to be more probable at this date, 
though it was not long before the order of reader was well known.? 
Lastly, Justin reports the president as giving an address after the lessons 
were read. Evidently he spoke about what had been read, and took the 
opportunity of urging his hearers to put what they had heard into 
practice in their daily life. 

Justin spoke of two lessons, but in later days there were often more 
than that, especially in the East. Thus, Apostolic Constitutions, belong- 
ing to about A.D. 380, in book vii, 5, 5, mentions lessons from the 
Law, Prophets, Epistles, Acts and Gospels, while book n, 57, 5, speaks 
of the Law, the historical books, Job and the Wisdom Books, Prophets, 
Acts, Epistles, and Gospels, and says, ‘let the lections be read two by 
two’. Many writers indicate the number of lessons read. Basil (Hom. 13) 
refers to three lessons, one from Isaiah, one from Acts and one from 
Matthew, and in another place (Hom. de Lacizis) again mentions three, 
from Proverbs, Epistles and Gospels. Augustine frequently in his 
sermons speaks of the lessons which have been read, sometimes only 
the Epistle and the Gospel, but at other times the Prophet also. On 
occasion the psalm seems to have been counted as a lesson (e.g. Sermo 
176 de Tribus Lectionibus). 

The Old Testament lesson was sometimes called ‘the prophet’ or 
‘the prophecy’, as in Apostolic Constitutions. This lesson would be read 
not so much for itself, but rather as prophetic of the New Testament. 
The Epistle was normally the second lesson. This term covers the 
whole of the New Testament except the gospels. Sometimes the name 


' For lectio continua see below, p. 572. 2 See below, p. 574. 
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given to it was ‘the apostle’, because most of the readings came from 
the epistles of Paul. The lesson was heard in silence at the command of 
the deacon, not, as Chrysostom said, ‘as doing honour to the reader, 
but to him who speaks to all through him’ (Hom. in 2 Thess. 3). The 
Gospel was heard with still greater honour, the congregation being 
called upon to stand for it, and it was usually read not by the lector 
but by a deacon or presbyter. In some places candles were lit before 
the reading of the Gospel (Jerome, Adv. Vigil. 7). The so-called Canons 
of Addai of the third century give the direction, ‘At the conclusion of 
all the scriptures let the Gospel be read, as the seal of all the scriptures; 
and let the people listen to it standing upon their feet, because it is 
the glad tidings of the salvation of all men.’! 

How were the lessons selected? Were they chosen at random, or 
was there a scheme? The normal method was the straightforward read- 
ing of the whole of a particular book or a series of books, a system 
which received the name /ectio continua, continuous reading. A varia- 
tion of this occurred when a book of the Bible was chosen, but only 
selections in the order of the chapters were read, as chapters 1, 5 and 9, 
or when only verses of a chapter were chosen in their numerical order. 
A special method of reading was the selection of proper lessons suited 
to the day or season. 

The first system was used in the reading of the Law in the synagogue, 
the only interruptions being in connection with the festivals. It is a 
natural way of reading because it gives a systematic view of, say, the 
events in the gospels or Acts, or of the argument in an epistle, and 
there is little doubt that this was the earliest custom. Some early 
manuscripts of the New Testament show marginal markings which 
reveal the length of the lessons. The series of sermons preached by 
some Fathers on books of the Bible suggest /ectio continua. Thus, 
Origen delivered expositions of almost the whole Bible, book by book, 
and some five hundred of his homilies survive. Similarly Ambrose, 
Augustine, Chrysostom and others preached series of sermons in the 
same way. And even now, as in the Roman Missal, when the lesson 
does not open at the beginning of a gospel, the reader says, ‘ Sequentia 
sancti evangelit...’, suggesting that the lesson is a follow-on from a 
previous reading. 

The other system involves the selection of lessons suitable to 


? Quoted by W. Cureton, Ancient Syrian Documents (London, 1864), p. 27. 
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particular circumstances, and therefore they are called ‘proper’. It is 
natural that, say, at Easter, the narrative connected with the resurrec- 
tion should be read. This custom would come about in line with the 
development of the Christian Year, though of this there is little 
evidence before the third century. Chrysostom is among the interesting 
writers in this connection. In one place (Hom. 73. Cur in Pentecoste 
Acta leguntur) he tells us that the reason for reading Acts before 
Pentecost was ‘to give to men the evidences and proofs of that holy 
mystery (i.e. the resurrection) which completed their redemption’. 
Elsewhere he says that it was the custom to confine the reading of 
Acts and Revelation to the season between Easter and Pentecost (Jn 
Acta Apost. Sermo 4, 5), and that Genesis was read during Lent 
(Hom. 7 ad Populum Antiochenum). Augustine says that when the 
solemnity of holy days is interposed in the ordinary course, lessons 
pertaining to them should be read (Sermo 246). He refers to the 
reading of the resurrection narratives at Easter, the accounts in all 
four gospels being mentioned, and notes that Acts was read between 
Easter and Pentecost (Jn Joan. Evang. Tr. 6, 18; Sermo 315). Ambrose 
speaks of reading the books of Job and Jonah in Passion Week: ‘You 
have heard the book of Job read which is appointed to be read at this 
time’, and adds, ‘On the following day the book of Jonah was read in 
due course’ (Ep. 20 ad Marcellinam). Origen says that Job was read 
then because this was a time of fasting and abstinence, wakening a 
feeling of fellow-suffering with Job, and further, the passion of 
Job was in great measure a type and example of the passion and 
resurrection of Christ (Jn Job). The Pilgrimage of Etheria at many 
points shows how suitable the lessons were to the festivals. Thus, 
on Palm Sunday the Gospel was from Matt. 21; on Good Friday 
it described the trial of Jesus; and at Easter the resurrection narratives 
were read (ed. M. L. McClure and C. L. Feltoe, pp. 63 ff.). 

There seems to be little doubt that the use of proper lessons con- 
tributed to the making of lectionaries. Unfortunately the many prob- 
lems connected with this subject have not, in spite of their great 
interest and importance, yet been solved. But if it could be accepted 
that by New Testament times the Jewish Church had some form of 
lectionary, it could reasonably be deduced that the Christian Church 
followed that example. Apparently no Sunday or weekday lectionaries 
survive from before about the fifth century. While there are, as noted 
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above, many indications of what was read at certain seasons, especially 
at the great festivals, in fact no developed system seems to have been 
attained for some time. Attempts have been made to work out the 
lectionaries used by some of the great preachers, such as Ambrose and 
Augustine,! by drawing up a table of the Sundays of the year with the 
biblical material used from week to week. It appears however that 
these ‘lectionaries’ were very individual, and it is difficult to say how 
widely they were followed. In any case there is no suggestion that the 
same passages were used year after year, though this is one purpose of 
modern lectionaries. 

The question of readers requires attention. Justin’s reference in his 
Apology has been mentioned.? It seems that the reader was at first 
simply a member of the congregation, but by the beginning of the 
third century he was ‘appointed’, though apparently not yet ordained. 
Apostolic Tradition says, ‘The reader is appointed by the bishop’s 
handing to him the book, for he does not have hands laid upon him’ 
(1, 12, ed. G. Dix, London, 1937, p. 21). It seems that they were some- 
times young boys, perhaps in training for higher office in the ranks of 
the clergy. A little later we find the reader among the minor orders, 
and some of the Church Orders give interesting details about their 
appointment and duties. These seem to have varied considerably, 
though the main office was to read the lessons. But Apostolic Church 
Order 19 says that the reader must also be ‘able to instruct or narrate’ 
(Sinyntikds).3 It appears further that some acted as translators. Thus 
Eusebius (De Mart. Palaest. 1, 1) states that Procopius, martyred in 
A.D. 303, had rendered great service to the Church both as reader and 
as translator from Greek into Aramaic. Melito of Sardis begins his 
Homily on the Passion’ by saying, ‘The scripture of the Hebrew exodus 
has been read, and the words of the mystery have been explained.’s 
This seems to be a reference to the reader’s part, but its actual signifi- 
cance is obscure. Some contend that the reader read the passage and 
then expounded it, ‘the Hebrew exodus’ meaning no more than ‘the 
exodus of the Hebrews’. Others think that ‘the Hebrew exodus’ means 

1G. G, Willis, St Augustine’s Lectionary (London, 1962). 

2 See above, p. 571. 

3 A, J. Maclean, The Ancient Church Orders (Cambridge, 1910), pp. 86 f. 

4 Ed. Campbell Bonner, Studies and Documents, xt (Philadelphia, 1940). 


5 4 piv ypagr tis “EBpaikijs €d50u dvéyveorar kal te Arata tol uvothplou 
Siaceodqntat. 
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‘the exodus in Hebrew’, that is, that the lesson was read in Hebrew and 
then translated. The problem is in the interpretation of Siatetaqntat, 
whether it means only ‘explained’, or can mean ‘translated’ as well. 
So far there seems to be no agreement on the answer to this problem.! 
It was obviously important that the lessons should be understood by 
the people, and therefore, where necessary, translations were given, 
just as in the synagogue of old. Eusebius (Praep. ev. x1I, 1) says that 
the scriptures ‘were translated into all languages, both of Greeks and 
barbarians, throughout the world, and studied by all nations as the 
oracles of God’. Etheria gives definite witness to the translation taking 
place in the service of worship. ‘Because all the lessons that are read 
in church must be read in Greek, [a priest] always stands by and 
interprets them into Syriac for the people’s sake.’ She adds that for 
speakers of Latin, the lesson is explained in Latin (vu, 5, ed. M. L. 
McClure and C. L. Feltoe, p. 94). 

Not only did this lead to knowledge of the scriptures but, as not a 
few writers witness, also to conversions to the Christian faith. Augus- 
tine himself tells how he obeyed the command, tolle, lege, ‘take up, 
read’, and so became a dedicated Christian (Conf. viit, 12, 29). The 
story of the conversion of Saint Anthony (Athanasius, Vita, 2; Life 
of Saint Anthony in ACW, x, London, 1950, 19 f.) is another witness 
to this influence of the Bible. Christians were not dependent only on 
the public reading of the Bible, for many were able to purchase copies 
of the Bible or of parts of it, so that there must have been much 
private reading. Several of the Fathers recommended that after divine 
service the lections heard in church should be read again at home, while 
Chrysostom sometimes announced the lessons to be read at the next 
service, advising the members of his congregation to read them and 
meditate upon them beforehand at home so that they would better 
understand his sermon (Hom. in Ioan. 41).? 


The Sermon. Justin indicated that in his time the sermon followed 
the lessons,3 and this seems to have continued as normal practice. Its 
purpose was the explanation of the Bible, usually one of the passages 

t See the discussion in M. Testuz, Papyrus Bodmer XIII (Bibliotheca Bodmeriana, 
1960). 

2 Further details on private reading in A, Hatnack, Bible Reading in the Early Church 
(London, 1912). 

3 See above, p. 570. 
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read, and its application to life. On occasion there were sermons on 
events commemorated in the festivals of the Christian Year, or on the 
life and example of a martyr. Sometimes the sermon would have for its 
subject a point of doctrine or of ethics. But in general these would be 
attached to a particular verse or passage of scripture. The course of 
sermons preached by some of the Fathers on books of the Bible have 
already been mentioned.! In many cases the sermons were prepared and 
written out beforehand. Sometimes they were recorded by steno- 
graphers. The surviving sermons of Jerome are mostly not complete, 
but consist of notes taken down by his hearers. Some sermons were 
delivered extempore, as on the day when Augustine had to change his 
subject unexpectedly.? Eusebius (H.£., v1, 36, 1) tells us that Origen 
after reaching sixty years of age began to preach extempore. 

Although the normal place for the sermon was within the Eucharist 
after the lessons, it is apparent that they were often preached at other 
times too, as Chrysostom shows (cf. Hom. 10 ad Populum Antio- 
chenum). Similarly Augustine in the second sermon on Psalm 88 asks 
his hearers to attend to the remainder of the psalm about which he 
had been speaking in the morning, Preaching took place not only 
on Sundays but also on other days of the week, especially on the 
station days, Wednesday and Friday, according to the evidence of 
Tertullian (De Orat. 14, ed. and trans. by A. Souter, London, 1919, 
p- 34), and also on the anniversaries of the martyrs (cf. Chrysostom, 
Sermones Quingque in Annam). The greater festivals of the Christian 
Year, some of them occurring not on Sundays, afforded special 
opportunities for appropriate sermons. In Lent it seems to have been 
the custom in some places to have daily sermons, and the homilies 
on the book of Genesis preached by Chrysostom formed a series for 
that season. Frequently at morning or evening prayer there were 
sermons, and at a later period also in other daily offices, at some of 
which exposition of the scriptures as well as reading of lessons took 
place.3 

In the earliest days of which there is record, it seems to have been 
the duty of the bishop to preach. Justin spoke of the ‘president’ 
delivering the homily, and many writers make it clear that the bishop 
must teach and be apt to teach. Indeed it was widely accepted that 


1 See above, p. 572. 2 See above, p. 569. 
3 See below, pp. 582 f., for references in the Pilgrimage of Etheria. 
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preaching was one of the distinctive duties of the bishop. But as the 
Church increased there was need for others as well, and so presbyters 
came to be more and more eligible for this duty, as representing the 
bishop. Deacons too sometimes preached, and a large proportion of the 
sermons of Chrysostom belong to the years of his diaconate, and the 
same is true of Ephraem Syrus of Edessa (d. A.D. 399). A service might 
contain more than one sermon. A presbyter or more than one would 
preach, followed by the bishop. Apostolic Constitutions for example 
says, ‘ When a gospel is read, let the presbyters one by one, but not all, 
speak the word of exhortation to the people, and last of all the bishop, 
who is the pilot of the ship’ (11, 57, 5). 

The delivery of the sermon was regarded as very important. There 
is evidence that many preachers were listened to with keen appreciation, 
even on occasion with shouts of approval and loud applause. There 
is the well-known instance of Chrysostom rebuking his audience, 
arguing that applause was a bad and unseemly custom, and being 
nevertheless loudly applauded for the sentiment (Hom. in Acta Apost. 
30, 3). On another occasion he suggested that the homily was less 
needful than the Bible itself. ‘What need is there for a homily? All 
things that are in the divine scripture are clear and open’ (Hom. in 2 
Thess. 3, 4). Nevertheless he continued to preach. Some preachers 
however make it clear that the audience was not always as keen to hear 
or as well behaved as they should have been. Origen had to rebuke 
his hearers, among whom, he said, there were men whose main interest 
was in the things of this world, who even during service would carry 
out business transactions and indulge in worldly conversation, and 
women too whose real interest was not in the sermon or the service, 
but in gossip and scandal (e.g. Hom. in Exod. 12, 2; 13, 3). Apostolic 
Constitutions reveals that one of the duties of the deacon was to prevent 
nodding, whispering and sleeping (11, 57, 9)- 


The Prayers. The most important prayer was that which followed the 
sermon. Justin says that after the sermon ‘we all stand up and offer 
prayers together’ (Apol. 1, 65, 67). The Sacramentary of Serapion has 
a prayer ‘after rising up from the sermon’ (ed. J. Wordsworth, p. 81). 
Cyprian refers to this prayer as communis oratio, common prayer (De 
Dom. Orat. 8. Cf. Augustine, Ep. 55, 18, 34). At times this prayer was 
in the form of a dialogue between the celebrant and the congregation. 
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Later it developed into the deacon’s litany, which was a prayer for 
catechumens, energumens, competents, and penitents, prior to their 
dismissal from the service. (Cf. Apostolic Constitutions, Vit, 6, 1.) 

An interesting question arises here, on the relation between liturgical 
language and the biblical text. This problem has been recently canvassed 
in relation to the Old Testament, and there is wide support for the 
view that in many cases there was liturgical priority. Much in Deuter- 
onomy seems to reflect liturgical usage,! and many of the prayers 
recorded in Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Isaiah and Daniel 
are regarded as being modelled on customary liturgical forms. The 
prayer in Dan. 9: 3-19 has been called ‘a liturgical gem in form and 
expression’.? The Psalter is of course a special case. 

How far this applies to the New Testament has also been under 
discussion. Some have taken up the position that much of the biblical 
wording is an echo of the language of the liturgy. J. M. Neale argued 
for this in his essay on ‘Liturgical Quotations’.3 A. Baumstark in his 
Comparative Liturgy says on this matter, ‘It may happen that in 
genuinely primitive strara of liturgical prose, where scriptural quota- 
tions or reminiscences might appear to exist, the language which the 
scriptural author himself used is, in fact, only the echo of liturgical 
language already established in the bosom of the most primitive 
communities.’* B. BotteS points out that the ancient texts are full of 
biblical allusions, and refers particularly to the prayers in 1 Clement 
59-61.° F. E. Brightman has a long and valuable appendix in his book 
Liturgies Eastern and Western (pp. 553-67) in which he lists what he 
regards as biblical references in the liturgies. For example, he examines 
the liturgy of the eighth book of Apostolic Constitutions, and notices two 
hundred and seven quotations from or references to the Bible with 
twenty-one relative to the Apocrypha. It may well be that some of these 
are only apparent. But in any case there is here a witness to a corres- 
pondence between the biblical material and the prayers of the liturgies, 
though it is to be feared that the priorities cannot be finally determined. 

1 See G. von Rad, Deuteronomy (E.T. London, 1966), pp. 16 ff. 

2 J. A. Montgomery, Daniel (JCC, Edinburgh, 1927), p. 361. 

3 Essays on Liturgiology (2nd ed. London, 1869), Essay xv. 

4 Comparative Liturgy (3rd ed. B. Botte, tr. F. L. Cross, London, 1958), p. 59- 

8 Ibid. p. 59 n. 2. 

6 See The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, ed. W. K. Lowther Clarke 
(London, 1937), pp. 82 ff. 
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This part of the eucharistic service also has biblical connections. There 
were no lessons as such, but as the order developed psalmody was 
added at certain places. 

The Offertory Chant sung during the Offertory procession, in which 
the bread and wine and other gifts were brought forward to the altar, 
seems to have been introduced at Carthage and at Hippo by Augustine, 
though against some opposition (Retract. 11, 37). There is more 
evidence for psalmody at the communion of the people. This also is 
mentioned by Augustine (zérd.). Chrysostom speaks of it as a respon- 
sorial chant, the responses being sung by the newly confirmed, quoting 
Ps. 145: 15, ‘The eyes of all look to thee; and thou givest them their 
food in due season’ (Expos. in Ps. 144, 1). Brightman suggests that 
this may have been not a communion psalm, but part of the prayer of 
thanksgiving (LEW, pp. 475, 480 n. 32). Perhaps more frequently 
used was Ps. 34, either the whole psalm or part of it, this being due to 
the suitability of the eighth verse, ‘O taste and see that the Lord is 
good’. 

The Consecration Prayer is important here. The Salutation, which 
appears in various forms, frequently quotes Rom. 16: 20 (cf. Rom. 16: 
24; 1 Cor. 16: 23), ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you’, 
or 2 Cor. 13: 14, ‘The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all’. This is 
sometimes farced with additional words, as in Apostolic Constitutions 
(viii, 12, 2). The Sanctus from Isa. 6: 3, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory’, is mentioned as early 
as 1 Clement, and is rarely missing. However, the second clause is 
usually expanded to ‘Heaven and earth are full of thy glory’. Apostolic 
Tradition has no Sanctus, but this is unusual. Apostolic Constitutions 
directs that the whole people should say it together (vii, 12, 13). Later 
it was sung by the clerics or the choir rather than by the whole con- 
gregation. 

The Words of Institution! are normally recited within the Conse- 
cration Prayer, as a rule not exactly word for word. Indeed J. A. Jung- 
mann says categorically, ‘Our very first observation in this regard is 
the remarkable fact that the texts of the account of the Institution. . . 


1 Matt. 26: 26-8; 1 Cor. 11: 24-6, 
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are never simply a scripture text restated’.! The reason for this, he 
suggests, is that the Eucharist was celebrated long before the evange- 
lists and Paul set out to record the gospel account. Apostolic Tradition 
quotes the words almost exactly, with the references to the bread and 
the wine close together. Apostolic Constitutions (vill, 12, 16) adds only 
a few phrases. The Sacramentary of Serapion inserts between the words 
on the bread and the words on the wine, a passage which includes the 
prayer based on the Didache, ‘As this bread has been scattered on the 
top of the mountains and gathered together came to be one, so also 
gather thy holy Church out of every nation and every country and 
every city and village and house and make one living catholic Church’ 
(ed. J. Wordsworth, pp. 62 f.). In later days in the West the Words of 
Institution became much more important, being regarded as the 
consecrating formula, and therefore as necessary and invariable. 

Finally, the Lord’s Prayer was added to the Eucharistic Prayer from 
a date about which there is some doubt. Tertullian speaks of it, but 
does not say definitely that it was part of the Consecration Prayer (De 
Orat., ed. A. Souter, pp. 19 ff.). Augustine points out that ‘almost 
the whole church’ concluded the Prayer with it (Zp. 149, 16), thus 
suggesting that he knew of places where this did not happen. According 
to Jerome, the Pelagians did not use it, regarding it as superfluous, and 
this was a deviation from general practice (C. Pe/ag. 11, 15). Both 
Augustine and Jerome use the phrase ‘make bold to say’ this prayer, 
an introduction to the Lord’s Prayer which became very common in 
later days. The early centuries give little information about other parts 
of the Eucharist, but it is evident that the service shows much depend- 
ence on the scriptures. 


THE DAILY OFFICE 


The details of the development of the Daily Office particularly in the 
earliest years of the Church are somewhat obscure, but by the third 
century there is more information. The Office itself owed its develop- 
ment to some extent to the growth of monasticism, yet the develop- 
ment began before monasticism was a real force. Many writers believe 
that it stemmed from the Jewish practice of morning and evening 
hours of prayer, which were an inheritance from the morning and 
evening sacrifices of the Temple. There are clear indications in the New 


1 The Mass of the Roman Rite (New York, 1953) 1, pp. 194 f. 
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Testament that the Christians recognised the value and importance of 
definite hours of prayer. Thus, we read that Peter and John ‘were 
going up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour’ 
(Acts 3: 1), and again, ‘Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about 
the sixth hour’ (Acts ro: 9). 

Whether these were regarded as obligatory hours for Christian 
prayer is another matter. However, Tertullian about the end of the 
second century mentions the hours which ‘mark the divisions of the 
day, the third, sixth and ninth, which we may observe in scripture to 
be more solemn than the rest’, but he also says that these times are 
different from the ‘regular prayers which without any reminder are 
due at the coming of the light and the night’ (De Orat., 31, ed. A. 
Souter, p. 41). Somewhat earlier the Didache had spoken of prayer, 
especially the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, three times daily (8, 3), 
and Origen (De Orat. 12) mentioned prayer at morning, noon and 
night.’ Apostolic Tradition (xxxvi, 2-6, ed. G. Dix, pp. 62-4) urges that 
a man should pray not only in the morning and at night, but wherever 
he may be he should pray at the third, sixth and ninth hours. Elsewhere 
(e.g. Cyprian, De Orat. Domini, 35) the same point is made, and it 
seems clear that morning and evening prayer were of long standing 
compared with the others. Many different reasons are alleged for the 
observance of these times, and that very fact makes the real reason 
obscure. The probability is that at first these hours were purely private, 
but later, especially with the development of monasticism, individuals 
grouped together and the services became more formal. One of the 
great matters in the Offices was the recitation of psalmody, but the 
reading of scripture was also important, though lessons were not read 
in them all from the first. The general practice was a form of /ectio 
continua, except on festivals. 

The writings of Basil (A.D. 316-79), especially the Longer and 
Shorter Rules (PG, 31, 889, 1079), give some information. Though he 
does not supply many details, it is clear that the services contained 
psalms, lections and prayers, and he says that ‘a want of variety often 
produces slothfulness of mind, so that it becomes inattentive, while by 
changing or varying the psalms and the reading at each office our fervour 
may be rekindled and our attention renewed’ (The Longer Rule, 37, 
3-5)» 

! Origen’s Treatise on Prayer, ed. E G. Jay (London, 1954), p. 115. 
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The Pilgrimage of Etheria tells of her visit to Jerusalem in the latter 
part of the fourth century. She wrote a description of the services she 
attended there, including Matins, Terce, Sext, None and Vespers, in 
addition to the Sunday Vigil and the Eucharist, and some seasonal 
services at Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. She says that in all 
the Offices psalms were recited, often responsively and with antiphons. 
She seldom mentions a particular psalm, but says that ‘among all 
things it is a special feature that they arrange that suitable psalms and 
antiphons are said on every occasion, both those said by night, or in 
the morning, as well as those throughout the day, at the sixth hour, 
the ninth hour and at ducernare, all being so appropriate and so reason- 
able as to bear on the matter in hand’ (11, 2, ed. McClure and Feltoe, 
pp. 51 f.). Etheria gives more detail about the lessons. They too are so 
chosen as to be apt for the occasion. At the service for the Sunday 
Vigil, that is, early on Sunday morning, the bishop takes the book of 
the Gospel and reads the narrative of the resurrection of the Lord (11, 
1, ed. McClure and Feltoe, pp. 50 f.). In this way the connection of the 
Lord’s Day with Easter is underlined. On Palm Sunday at the seventh 
hour the people go to the Mount of Olives, and at Gethsemane they 
hear the portions of the gospels relating to the events that took place 
there. She speaks too of the preaching of sermons, remarking that ‘in 
order that the people may always be instructed in the law, both the 
bishop and the presbyter preach diligently’ (Iv, 3, ed. McClure and 
Feltoe, pp. 59 f). Or again, on the fortieth day after the Epiphany 
‘all the priests, and after them, the bishop, preach, always taking for 
their subject that part of the Gospel where Joseph and Mary brought 
the Lord into the Temple’ (111, 4, ed. McClure and Feltoe, p. 56). 

Another important writer on the Daily Offices is John Cassian, who 
belongs to the same period. He too visited the East and has described 
in his De Institutis Coenobiorum, written about A.D. 420, the monastic 
services in Egypt and Palestine. He gives many interesting details in 
respect of the psalmody, the rules for which varied in different districts. 
So far as the lessons are concerned, he says that in Egypt the custom 
was to put the psalms into groups of twelve and after each group to 
read two lessons (11, 4, 5), one from each Testament. That from the 
New Testament was normally the 4postolikon, but on Saturday and 
Sunday and in the Paschal season, both lessons were from the New 
Testament. In Palestine the service of Nocturns contained psalms 
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followed by three lessons (111, 8). On Sundays a more solemn and 
longer service of psalms, prayers and lessons was held (111, 11). 
The custom of reading a passage from the gospels at the morning 
and evening Offices, and later at each of the Hours, spread through the 
various churches, and is regarded as having come from the habit, 
referred to by Etheria, of always reading a Gospel about the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord at the beginning of the Sunday morning service. It 
should be added that in the developed Offices there were many short 
biblical passages known as capitula or little chapters, and many versicles 
and responses which were frequently quotations from the Psalter and 
other scripture. But little is said of these by writers in the early centuries. 


THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES 


The Occasional Offices do not require extended treatment. Particular 
lessons are seldom prescribed, though in some cases psalms are 
mentioned by number. The reason is that most of these Offices were 
attached to or part of other services. Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination, 
and the Consecration of Churches were from an early time closely 
associated with the Eucharist. Thus, according to most of the Church 
Orders, after baptism a person was at once confirmed, and the Baptismal 
Eucharist followed immediately. There is little indication of lections 
in the rites of Baptism and Confirmation, but the catechumenate, 
which might last for as long as three years (e.g. Apostolic Tradition u1, 
xvii, ed. G. Dix, p. 28), was the period when the candidates received 
instruction on the tenets of the Christian faith. That instruction was on 
a biblical basis, normally given during Lent. Etheria says that the 
bishop ‘goes through all the scriptures during these forty days, first 
literally, and then unfolding them spiritually’ (vu, 2). During the vigil 
before the baptismal service, there were read such Old Testament 
passages as the narratives of the Creation, the Flood, the Passage of the 
Red Sea, and sections from the prophets, as well as portions of the 
New Testament. The formula of Baptism, ‘4. I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’, was taken 
from the commission of Jesus Christ to his disciples as recorded in 
Matt. 28: 19-20. Some Orders speak of psalms to be sung at particular 
points in the baptismal service. Psalms 51 and 32 came to be regarded 
as specially suitable, the former before and the latter after the actual 
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baptism. The Confirmation service does not seem to have contained 
lections or psalms as it led straight into the service of Holy Communion. 

The rites of Ordination give little indication of scripture lessons. 
In Apostolic Tradition (1, ii, ed. G. Dix, pp. 2 ff.) the bishop who has 
been elected is ‘ordained’ by the bishops present, who lay hands on 
him, and thereafter he celebrates the Eucharist, laying his hand upon 
the offering, with all the presbytery, and says the Consecration Prayer. 
No indication of psalm or of lesson is given. The same is the case in 
the directions for the ordination of a priest, of a deacon, and of the 
minor orders. 

The Church Orders provide no religious rites for Matrimony, 
though the Fathers of the Church had much to say about the meaning 
of Christian marriage. 

In the references to the Burial of the Dead there is again little 
mention of lections. But there was psalmody, as in the funeral pro- 
cessions. Chrysostom gives as a reason for this, that if mourners were 
really assured that the dead were gone to a better life, they should not 
lament, and that their psalms should be to the praise of God for him 
who has been taken away (Hom. 30 de dormientibus). Jerome points out 
that the singing of psalms and hymns in a funeral procession was a 
Christian tradition (Vita Pault, 16), and notes that at the funeral of 
the Lady Paula there was singing of psalms in Greek, Latin and Syriac 
(Ep. ad Eustochium. Ep. 108, 30). In some cases proper psalms are 
mentioned. Chrysostom notes Pss. 23 and 59 (Hom. in Heb. 4) and 
Apostolic Constitutions speaks of Ps. 116 (v1, 30, 1). 


CONCLUSION 


The worship of the early Christian Church was thoroughly impreg- 
nated with biblical thought and language. Scripture was regarded from 
the first not merely as a record of the mighty acts of God and of his 
gradual self-revelation in creation, providence and history and finally 
in Jesus Christ, but also as a living source of inspiration which never 
failed to nourish faith, to animate hope, and to make confidence more 
steadfast. Christianity asserted the divine intervention in history at the 
coming of Christ, and this led to the composition of the New Testa- 
ment. But there were centuries of preparation for that intervention and 
their record was in the Old Testament. Hence it is that in the New 
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Testament there is a clear note of fulfilment, which underlines the 
importance and value of the events narrated in the Old Testament, as 
being not for their age alone, but for all time. Indeed, what Peter said 
on the day of Pentecost was typical of the whole attitude of the Church 
—‘ This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel’ (Acts 2: 16). 

Paul also strikes this note: ‘ Now these things happened to them as a 
warning, but they were written down for our instruction, upon whom 
the end of the ages has come’ (1 Cor. 10: 11). And 1 Pet. 1: 12 says, 
‘It was revealed to them [the prophets] that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in the things which have now been announced to 
you by those who preached the good tidings to you.’ Though the Old 
Testament was God’s word, it was not in fact God’s final word. 

This was of course not an entirely new thing. Ezra for example 
(Neh. 8: 1-8) read the Law before the assembled people, and the 
Levites gave the interpretation so that the people could understand. 
Here was something already in the record, but it had a new application 
in the particular circumstances. Similarly in the Qumran community, 
the mysteries of God had been recorded by the prophets, and the 
Teacher of Righteousness revealed to his followers the true interpreta- 
tion (1QpHab vit, 1-5).! This process continued with new depth and 
urgency in the Christian Church. This attitude, looking at once to the 
past and to the present and to the future, is an underlining of the 
principles enshrined in the scriptures as being of permanent truth and 
cogency. The Church possessed the truth and had to apply and declare 
it. 

Yet there was more here than mere fulfilment. There was a building- 
up of doctrine. As A. G. Hebert said, ‘It is not that the prophets were 
inspired in a mechanical way to foretell various details of the life of 
Jesus; it is that the prophets, contemplating God’s past and present 
acts of deliverance, give symbolical and poetical expression to great 
theological principles which find their full embodiment in Jesus the 
Messiah.’2 It was the task and duty of the Church to proclaim and to 
expound these principles and to apply them to Christian life and 
worship. Hebert goes on to note the application by the Church of 
Ps. 114, ‘When Israel went forth from Egypt’, to the resurrection of 
Christ, and the use of the Praeconium for Easter Eve, in which the 


' Cf. G. Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls, pp. 35, 37- 
2 Liturgy and Society (London, 1935), p. 216. 
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Exodus and the Passage of the Red Sea are symbols of the Lord’s 
triumph over death. The use of the same extracts in the baptismal 
preparation,! as well as in the later texts of the Order of Baptism, is 
another application. 

These great theological principles are recorded, if not dogmatically 
yet in essence, in the New Testament, but they were largely formulated 
and inspired by the common prayer and worship of the congregation. 
A. B. Macdonald has written, 


Even as, in after years, the canon of the Church’s sacred Book was to be 
determined, not so much by the decisions of a few superior intellects as by 
a consensus of the general mind of the Church, so, in those early days, the 
main lines which Christian thought was to follow were laid down for it by 
the common mind of the believers, as it declared itself in their worship- 
assemblies,? 


This common mind was reached through the reading, exposition and 
study of the biblical texts. The same process had a powerful effect in 
the rejection of many aberrations of thought, as well as the rejection 
of many apocryphal books. It was the constant recapitulation in wor- 
ship of the divine plan and process revealed in the Bible that bound 
the Church to the truth. 

There has in fact never been liturgy without the Bible, and Christian 
worship must continue to draw its inspiration from the same source. 
It has been said that ‘liturgical progress is impossible apart from the 
biblical education of the Christian’,3 and that is why biblical study 
and liturgical study must not cease to go hand in hand. If the Church 
is to continue to be the Church, to be that institution which Christ 
founded and with which he promised to remain to the end of time, 
it must never be slack to proclaim the gospel of God, above all in the 
liturgy of word and sacrament. 

1 See above, p. 583. 


2 Christian Worship in the Primitive Church (Edinburgh, 1934), p. 200. 
3 Parole de Dieu et Liturgie, Le congrés de Strasbourg (Paris, 1958), p. 13. 
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1 The Leviticus fragments, like the other Palaeo-Hebrew fragments found in the 
Dead Sea caves, are written with ink on leather, and, from the point of view of 
palaeography, are unique. The majority of the letters are clear and neat, and there 
can be no doubt that this script represents a beautiful Palaeo-Hebrew literary hand, 
the first of its kind ever discovered. Reproduced by courtesy of the Shrine of the 
Book, Israel, D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman, Center for Biblical Manuscripts. 


2 Codex Orientalis 4445 is the earliest Hebrew manuscript preserved in England. 
This British Museum manuscript is undated, but belongs to the ninth century A.D. 
The majority of Hebrew manuscripts belong between the twelfth and sixteenth 
centuries. Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum. 


3 These fragments, belonging to the second century a.D., are the earliest (or 
among the earliest) extant Greek fragments of the Bible. The fragments, written 
on papyrus, were found in Egyptian refuse heaps, and are now in the John Rylands 
Library, in Manchester. Reproduced by permission of the Governors of the John 
Rylands Library. 


4 Codex Amiatinus, dating from the early eighth century, is the leading manu- 
script of the Vulgate. It is an Anglo-Saxon production, and was written at the twin 
monasteries of Jarrow and Monkwearmouth; it was preserved in the Abbey of 
Monte Amiata (hence its name) in Tuscany, whence it passed to the Laurentian 
Library of Florence. Reproduced by permission of the Laurentian Library. 


5 The best copy of the Harklean or Harklensian Syriac version of the Bible was 
made in A.D. 616 by Bishop Thomas of Harkel. The present manuscript, which was 
written in 1170, is in the Cambridge University Library. Reproduced by permission 
of the Syndics of the University Library, Cambridge. 


6 A manuscript written in the famous scriptorium of the White Monastery (near 
Sohag, in Upper Egypt, on the edge of the Libyan desert opposite Akhmim). It is in 
the Sahidic dialect and is a fair example of the work done by Coptic monastic 
scribes in the sixth and seventh centuries. The manuscript is part of Sir Herbert 
Thompson’s collection, purchased by him from the famous Egyptologist H. Heg- 
vernat, and is now in the Cambridge University Library. Reproduced by per- 
mission of the Syndics of the University Library, Cambridge. 


7 The sculptor depicts two scribes listing the spoil taken during an Assyrian 
campaign in Babylonia undertaken by Sennacherib, perhaps that against the Chal- 


daean tribes in 702 B.c. 
The further scribe holds a hinged writing-board (see also Plate 8) and a stylus 
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for writing the cuneiform script. The nearer scribe writes upon a leather, parchment 
or papyrus scroll with a brush-pen, probably using the Aramaic script. Other 
reliefs show Assyrian scribes writing with a stylus in the cuneiform script upon a 
clay tablet (e.g. sculpture of Teglakipileser III) or at work with the army on ex- 
peditions in the field (Shalmaneser III). C. 700 B.c. Reproduced by permission of 
the Trustees of the British Museum. 


8 Reconstruction of the top three leaves of a series of sixteen writing-boards made 
of ivory, and, orginally, with hinges of gold. The inner surfaces were inlaid with 
wax on which could be written the cuneiform script used for Akkadian (Babylonian 
and Assyrian) or the alphabetic (Aramaic) script. According to the inscribed cover 
this text was a copy in Babylonian of a six-thousand-line series of omens made 
for the new palace library of Sargon II, king of Assyria. 

This precursor of the later ‘codex’ and ‘slate’ was a more versatile writing 
material than the common clay tablet widely used throughout the Ancient Near 
East in the second and early first millennia B.c. Length 33-5 cm. 711 B.c. Reproduced 
from M. Mallowan, Nimrud and its Remains (London, 1966). 


9 The fragments of carefully prepared papyri are palimpsests showing (right) the 
opening of a roll inscribed in large hieroglyphic characters with, to the right, a 
broken date column in which the name of the king is partially missing. An account 
of grain distribution in a cursive hieratic hand. The grid is ruled and (lower left) the 
table of detailed deliveries is marked in black ink and the balance of the account in 
red. 

The lower centre fragment shows part of an account allocating meat rations to 
the king’s mother. 

From Abisir. Largest fragment: height 21 cm.; width 21 em. Reproduced by 
permission of the Trustees of the British Museum. 


10 This papyrus contains the whole of the ‘Instruction of King Ameremhet’ (1), 
the sheet shown beginning ‘it was after supper, when the evening had come’. 

Black and red ink are used. A number of inaccuracies by the pupil scribe have 
their correct forms drawn above. The same scroll includes other ‘wisdom’ liter- 
ature in the ‘Satire of the Trades’, a work extolling the scribal profession by com- 
parison with the hardships to be faced in other occupations. ‘There is no vocation 
which is free of direction except that of the scribe; he it is who does the directing.’ 

19th Dynasty, c. 1250 B.C. Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the 
British Museum. 


11 This scroll is the widest known papyrus (194 in.) and the longest (nearly 
123 in.) of all the Theban recensions of the Book of the Dead. It contains more 
chapters (87), hymns, litanies and adorations to the gods, including Amen-Re’ and 
Osiris, than any other extant text. 

Written in well-formed clear hieratic characters with only rare errors, it also 
faithfully transcribes in black outline the full-page vignettes found in the older 
papyri. As it was prepared by, or for, a princess Nesitanebtashm, a royal priestess of 
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Amen-Re’ at Thebes before her death in 940 B.c., it can be dated to within twenty 
years and thus provides a valuable authority on the writing, language, art and 
religion of Upper Egypt at the time. 

From Deir al-Bahri. E. A. Wallis Budge, The Greenfield Papyrus in the British 
Museum (1912). Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum. 


12 Report of proceedings before the native court in a dispute concerning in- 
heritance between the offspring of the successive marriages of a certain lector-priest, 
Petetum, to Tshentesed and Ewe. 

The text is part of the first plea of Tefhape, a son of Petetum. The proceedings 
cover dispositions made at court over a number of years until the time of the final 
transcript in year 11 of Ptolemy IV (Philometer)—June 170 B.c. It thus gives the 
only detailed account extant of proceedings before a native court in the Ptolemaic 
period. 

From Asyut (Middle Egypt). Papyrus measures 285 x32cm. Sir Herbert 
Thompson, 4 Family Archive from Siut (1934), Text B; col. 3; p. 17. Reproduced 
by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum. 


13. This fragment, Exod. 32:10-30, was published by P. W. Shekan (JBL, 
LXXIV, 1955, 182~7). He considered it to be probably in the ‘Samaritan Recension’, 
since it exhibits some deviations from the MT which it shares with the Samaritan. 
Judgement as to the affinity of the fragment with the Samaritan should be sus- 
pended, however, since the variants are mainly of a general orthographic and not of 
a specifically sectarian nature. Reproduced by courtesy of the Shrine of the Book, 
Israel, D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman, Center for Biblical Manuscripts. 


14 The Abisha Scroll at Nablus is the most famous copy of the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, deeply venerated by the members of the Samaritan community. It has now 
been more closely examined and an edition published by P. Castro in 1959; it 
appears that it is in fact medieval in origin, written by Abisha ben Pinhas in 
A.D. 1085. The effect of this re-examination is to raise considerable questions about 
the usefulness of the Samaritan recension, though it is true (see p. 193) that some 
readings of the Samaritan have also been found in Qumran texts. Reproduced from 
P. Castro, Séfer Abifa, by permission of the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientificas. 


15 This single sheet of papyrus of unknown provenance was purchased in Egypt 
by W. C. Nash, and was first published by S.A. Cook in 1903 (PSBA, xxv, 
34-56). It contains the Decalogue (Exod. 20:2-17) and the Shema‘ (Deut. 6: 4-5), 
and was probably used for liturgical purposes. Its text deviates somewhat from the 
MT and shows affinities with MS A of the Septuagint. Reproduced by permission 
of the Syndics of the University Library, Cambridge. 


16 1QIs*—the First Isaiah Scroll from Qumran Cave I—contains what is to all 
intents and purposes the full text of the biblical book of Isaiah. The well-preserved 
leather scroll contains fifty-four columns written in an early Square Hebrew book 


603 


Cambridge Histories Online © Cambridge University Press, 2008 


Notes on the Plates 


hand, and may be dated in the first century B.c. Its text deviates in many instances 
from the MT, and in some cases was subsequently corrected by the scribe or by 
a second hand to tally with the MT. The corrections were inserted between the 
lines, and in some notable instances also vertically in the margins, probably be- 
cause of lack of space. Reproduced by courtesy of the Shrine of the Book, Israel, 
D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman, Center for Biblical Manuscripts. 


17. The Habakkuk péser was discovered in 1947 among the first group of scrolls 
from Qumran. It reveals that type of interpretation in which the statements of 
prophecy are seen by the Covenanters as referring to, and as fulfilled in, their own 
history and religious ideas (cf. pp. 226 ff., 387 ff.). The biblical text which is quoted 
in the commentary (the plate shows 1: 10-15 with its péser) agrees in the main with 
the MT of Habakkuk, though it does deviate from it in some instances. Reproduced 
by courtesy of the Shrine of the Book, Israel, D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman, 
Center for Biblical Manuscripts. 


18 A. Diez Macho was the first to identify MS Neofiti I as a copy of the complete 
Palestinian Aramaic translation of the Pentateuch, which until then had been known 
by tradition as the Fragment Targum from sporadic insertions into the Aramaic 
translation attributed to Jonathan ben ‘Uzziel (Pseudo-Jonathan). The language of 
Neofiti I shows clear affinities with the Palestinian Aramaic dialect. Internal evi- 
dence induced Diez Macho to date the formation of the Palestinian Targum in the 
second century A.D. It was based upon a Hebrew text tradition which deviated in 
some cases from the MT. Neofiti I is an early medieval manuscript containing 
a comparatively short text in which many of the late adumbrations that occur in 
Ps,-Jonathan are not yet found. Reproduced by permission of the Vatican Library. 


19 This fragment comes from a scroll which contained the Greek translation of 
the Minor Prophets. The translation is much closer to the Hebrew MT than is the 
Septuagint or even the ‘Three’, or rather reflects a Vorlage which was practically 
identical with the Proto-MT. The editor of the fragment, D. Barthélemy, O.P., 
affiliates it with the nal ye group. Like this group, the Murabba‘at translation is 
characterised by the rendering of Hebrew gam by Greek kai ye. It appears to present 
a comparatively early Jewish translation of the Bible into Greek, a translation which 
preceded the destruction of the Second Temple in a.p. 70 and is even possibly of 
pre-Christian origin. Reproduced by courtesy of the Shrine of the Book, Israel, 
D. Samuel and Jeane H. Gottesman, Center for Biblical Manuscripts. 


20 A page from a Hexapla MS which was discovered in a tenth-century palimpsest 
by Cardinal I. C. Mercati in Milan (Cod. Ambr. O. 39), and published by him 
(Psalterii Hexapli Reliquiae, Rome, 1958, fr. x111, 2). The Milan MS also contains 
the other Greek columns of the Hexapla with a further collection of variant readings, 
but not the Hebrew column. Reproduced by permission of the Vatican Library. 


21 This manuscript (British Museum Add. 14425) was part of a large collection 
brought to the Museum from a monastery in the Nitrian Desert of Lower Egypt 
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just before the middle of the nineteenth century. The manuscript contains Gen., 
Exod., Num. and Deut. (the plate shows Gen. 22:7-17), written in the old Estran- 
gelo script (cf. p. 26). The first two books were written in a.D. 464 (the manuscript 
being dated to year 775 of the Seleucid era); this is the oldest known biblical 
manuscript which is exactly dated. The other two books are by a different scribe, 
probably of the same period. Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the 
British Museum. 


22 Uppsala MS Gr. 4 (899 in Aland’s list of NT manuscripts); f. 49” showing 
Matt. 18:22, with a marginal scholion giving a reading from To Joudaikon (see 
p- 325 of the text), also found in MS 566 (Leningrad, Public Library MS Gr. 54). 
It reads ‘ To Joudaikon reads directly after “ seventy times seven”, “for even in the 
prophets, after they had been anointed with the holy spirit there was found word of 
sin” [or “sinful act”}.’ Reproduced by permission of the University Library, 
Uppsala, Sweden. 


23 British Museum MS Harley 5647 (72 in Aland’s list); f. 79° showing the 
scholion on Matt. 27: 49, discussed in the text on p. 325. Reproduced by permission 
of the Trustees of the British Museum. 


24 Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis (Cambridge University Library, No. 2.41) 
showing Luke 9:6o—10:9 (f. 226b) in which occurs the reading of verse 62 dis- 
cussed on p. 340. Reproduced by permission of the Syndics of the University Lib- 
rary, Cambridge. 


25 Codex Sinaiticus (British Museum MS Add. 43725) showing f. 207" in which 
occurs the curious reading ’Avtitratpl5a (Matt. 13:54) discussed on p. 359 in 
connection with the place of origin of this manuscript. Reproduced by permission 
of the Trustees of the British Museum. 
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1 Lev. 19,31-3% 


1 Palaeo-Hebrew: fragment of the Proto-Massoretic text of 
Leviticus, from Qumran, Cave I 
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2 Square Hebrew: a section of Leviticus from Codex 
Orientalis 4445 (British Museum) 
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3 Greek: Rylands Papyrus 458, showing fragments of Deuteronomy (Rylands Library, Manchester) 
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4 Latin: Codex Amiatinus, showing Matt. 1: 1-23 
(Laurentian Library, Florence) 
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5 Syriac: a page from Add. MS 1700 (University Library, Cambridge) 
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6 Coptic: a page from MS Or 1699 (University Library, Cambridge) 
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7 Assyrian scribes at work, from a relief of Sennacherib in the British Museum 
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8 Assyrian ivory writing-boards of the eighth century B.c. (reconstruction) 


9 Fragments of Old Kingdom Temple accounts in hieratic, 
sth dynasty, c. 2400 B.c. (British Museum) 


Cambridge Histories Online © Cambridge University Press, 2008 


ee 


MESSER 


ie Neel Sinikes 
oe oe LEE o Mn ews 

i ade BN IPOs 4 mS 
na yn? PAM 


pF! pre" 


HR 5 Su, 


er 
‘ pe¢ ew 


re D 31 (0W tu, [exe (>a0o- 0 (her 
brasion cS parte 
ued lemlong Qpvrtt.No 


1G (ah. nS toy, Ab ny (rr 
a ed OMe tas 
1 ES area av 
i ialiemenae 


fslofnYL 4, ae aN % 
bo daNh awe 4 a 
, ras <% 7 se 4 


19'}s sae pe y 
ian Beret 

b veer ient artes . 
Sy, naaiopivy 
a poy entbu tony 


10 Literary exercise in hieratic, r9th dynasty, c. 1250 B.c, 
(British Museum) 
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11 Papyrus of the Book of the Dead, before unrolling 
29th dynasty, c. 1000 B.c. (British Museum) 
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12 Review of Court proceedings, in demotic from 
Asyut, 170 B.c, (British Museum) 
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13. A Palaeo-Hebrew fragment of Exodus, from Qumran, Cave I 
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14 A Samaritan Pentateuch manuscript showing part of Deuteronomy 
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15 The Nash Papyrus (University Library, Cambridge) 
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16 Column XXXII of the First or Complete Isaiah Scroll from Qumran, 
Cave I (1 QIs*), showing Isa. 38: 8—4o0:2 
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17. The Habakkuk Commentary, columns IV—V, from Qumran, 
Cave I, showing Hab. 1: 10-15 
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18 The first page of MS Neofiti I from the Vatican Library, 
a Palestinian Targum manuscript, showing Gen. 1:1-8 
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19 Fragment of a Parchment Scroll from Wadi Murabba‘at in the Judaean Desert, 
showing the Greek translation of Zech. 8:19—9:4 
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20 A Hexapla fragment, palimpsest, showing Ps. 88: 26-34 (Vatican Library) 
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21 Part of a Peshitta manuscript, showing Gen. 22:7-17 (British Museum) 
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22 Uppsala MS Gr. 4, showing a marginal scholion to Matt. 18:23 
(University Library, Uppsala) 
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23 MS Harley 5647, showing a marginal scholion to Matt. 27:49 (British Museum) 
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24 Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis, showing Luke 9:60—10:9 
(University Library, Cambridge) 
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25 Codex Sinaiticus, showing part of the Gospel of Matthew 
with Eusebian sections (British Museum) 
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see also Ambrose, Augustine, Ori- 
gen, Philo 
Alogi, the 301, 303, 308 
alphabet 12, 13, 23, 38, 366-8 
Aramaic 16, 26, 35 
Coptic 28 
Early Hebrew 12-15, 16 


Ethiopic 28 
Greek 18-20, 160 
Latin 20-24, 160 
Phoenician 13 
Samaritan 12 
Square Hebrew 15, 16-17, 137-9, 534 
Syriac 24-7 
see also scripts, writing 
amanuensis, hypothesis of in non-Pauline 
epistles 241, 254-5, 259 
Ambrose 546, §69, §72—4 
as exegete 445, 555 


use of allegory 543, 551 
Ambrosiaster, the 342 


Amorite 4, 37 
Old-Amorite 3 
Andreas of Caesarea 357, 368 
Andreas of Crete 361 
anonymity 
in ancient world 39 
in Old Testament 98, 110, 112 
in New Testament 63, 233, 561 
anthropomorphism in Old Testament, in 
early Christian exegesis 423, 439, 
452, 463 
Antiochene scholarship 24, 305-6, 358, 
360-1, 363, 368, 422, 489-91, 494, 
$05 
exegesis 437, 442, 490, 492, 498; see also 
Theodore of Mopsuestia 
apocalyptic in New Testament 243, 284 
apocalyptic literature 155, 157-8, 234, 
299, 388, 402 
Jewish 10, 105, 115, 132-3, 201, 272, 
281, 288, 291, 293; Assumption of 
Moses 257, 288; 1 Enoch 6, 10-11, 
15§4-J, 288, 293, 413, §34; 2 Baruch 


293, 413 
Judaeo-Christian 413, 430; Testaments 


of the Twelve Patriarchs 10-11, 264 
Christian 236, 277, 280-1, 288, 290 
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Apocrypha, the 28, 145, 148, 154, 156-7, 
177; 192 199, 455, 460 
Christian use of 156, 534, 544, 578 
apocryphal literature 533-5, 586 
Jewish 27, 72, 104, 137, 148, 150, 155-7, 
299, 4553; Apocalypse of Elijah 535; 
Jubilees 28, 154-5 
at Qumran 152-3 
Christian 295, 300, 302, 305, 337, 345, 
366; Acts of Andrew 305; Acts of 
John 305; Acts of Paul 303, 3053 
Preaching of Peter 302; Revelation of 
Peter 301-2, 305 ; Third Epistle to the 
Corinthians 366 
gospels 291, 296-9, 303, 305, 346, 419, 
426 
Apollinaris of Laodicea 513, 537 
Apollinarianism 491 
apologetic: Jewish 103, 227-8, 532 
in Christian Church 133, 294, 458-9 
apologia: in Acts 274, 277 
in Pauline epistles 242-3, 246 
apologists, the 236, 295-6, 344, 416, 429, 
430, 454 
apostles, the 
apostolic authorship 235, 261, 266-84, 
301, 303, 306-7, 426, 434 
apostolic faith 257, 285 
apostolic tradition 20, 253, 256, 274~5, 
297, 301, 461, 465-6, 544 
Apostolic Constitutions 568, 570-1, 577-80, 
584 
Apostolic Tradition 429, 568, §74, 579-81, 
583-4 
Agqiba, Rabbi 134, 174, 176, 206, 226 
Arabic 2, 3, 26-7, 28, 331, 517 
alphabet 26 
version of Diatessaron 334, 340 
Aramaic 2-8, 10, 12, 24-5, 36, 38, 154, 
333-5, 343, 517-18, 564 
alphabet 16, 26, 35 
Apocryphon 6 
language: biblical Aramaic 6, 161; East 
6, 7) 333, see Syriac; Imperial 5~6; 
Jewish 6, 7, 169, 201; Old Aramaic 
1, 5, 6; West 6, 333-4, 346 
text of Old Testament 149-50, 158, 
160, 166-7, 169, 176-7, 185, 188; of 
New Testament 266 


Aramaisms in New Testament 1o 
Arian controversy as stimulus to exegesis 
416, 440-8, 452-3, 489-91, 528 
Aristides, apologist 429 
Aristobulus, early allegoriser of Old Testa- 
ment 430 
Armenian 315, 331, 355-6, 366-8 
manuscripts of New Testament 326 
version of New Testament 351, 357, 
363, 368 
Arnobius, apologist 429-30, 437-8 
Assyrian 3 
law 42-3 
literature 47, 80-2, 106 
Athanasius 439, 452-3, 568-9 
on Canon 360, 533 
as exegete 422-3, 425, 443-5, 447-8 
writings: De Incarnatione 416, 435, 4393 
Letters to Serapion 445; Orations 
against the Arians 443 
Athenagoras, apologist 416, 436, 441 
Atonement, development of doctrine of 
438-40, 450 
Atticisms in New Testament manuscripts 
322, 343, 360 
Augustine 371-2, 519, 521, 541-63, 568— 
74, §79-80 
childhood and education 542-3, 550-1, 
575 
attitude to Church 553, 557, 561-2 
as biblical scholar 267, 270, 541-3, §49- 
50, 556; commentaries 543-4, 552, 
576; sermons 543-4 
on Canon 534, 544 
as exegete 542, 545-7, 549-§2, §§4-62 
influence of Neo-Platonism 543, 551-2 
authority 
of ancient texts 39 
of Old Testament 55, 92, 117, 133, 291- 
3, 304, 377, 380, 403, 408, 411, 416, 
454, 553 
of New Testament 59—Go, 285-6, 307-8, 
416, 553 
of Bible 113, 232-3, §44, 555-7 


Babylonian 3, 38 

law 42-4 

literature 46-8, 68, 71, 102, 106 
Bar-Kochba, revolt of 15, 183, 226, 435 
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Barnabas, Epistle of 61 
exegesis of Old Testament in 408, 414, 
427, 436, 466 
relation to New Testament Canon 288, 
292-3, 302, 305, 460 
Basil of Caesarea 426, 568~71, 581 
as exegete 443, 445 
as witness to text of New Testament 
361 
Basilides 301, 459 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 
293, 297, 308, 426 
ben Sira, as witness to Canon of Old 
Testament 2, 110, 128-30, 147, 200 
Bible 
Greek 9, 11, 111, 138-40, 157, 168-9, 
171, 198 
Hebrew 135-6, 138-43, 169, 172, 182, 
199, 228, 532 
Latin 138, 157, 515, 518 
bilingual manuscripts of New Testament 
314, 335, 350 353-4, 356, 359, 3725 
see also Codex Bezae 
books 
in ancient world 33, 48, 51-8 
in Judaism 74, 156, 162 
in early Church 63, 65-6, 233-5, 286, 
289, 291, 296-7, 312, 391, 4385 first 
Christian books 53-4, 55-7, 65, 2333 
see also proof-texts, testimonia 
materials of 21, 30-5, 56-8; clay tablet 
12, 32-4, 35, 373 codex 56-9, 62, 64, 
131 N., 143, 175, 1853 leather 12, 32, 
51, 113 Ostraca 14-15, 343 papyrus 
12, 21, 30-2, 48, §1, §4, §9) 62, 151, 
238, 312-13, 316; parchment 21, 53, 
54, 57-9, 298; roll 48, 31-2, $3, 56-9, 
131 N., 151, 274; Stylus 21, 31, 32-3, 
34; waxed tablet 21, 48, 53, 54, 583 
writing-boards 34-5, 602, plate 8 
sacred books: in ancient world 49, 377, 
379, 466; in Judaism 50, 52, 186, 380; 
in early Church 233-4, 456, 5415 see 
scriptures 
boustrophedon writing 18-19 
Byzantine scholarship 316, 318, 322, 325 
text tradition of New Testament 319- 
24, 342-3, 355-7, 360-1, 363, 369, 
374 


Caesarea 
scholarship 352, 358-9 
textual tradition of New Testament 315— 
16, 333» 353, 353s 355 358, 360-4, 
367 
Canaan 1, 2 
Hebrew spoken in 1, 4 
Canaanite 3, 4, 5, 13, 37, 68; elements in 
Old Testament 68 
Canon 113, 199, 209, 234, 360, 544, 586 
early canonical texts 40 
of Old Testament 72-3, 79, 92, 113-59, 
165-6, 173, 182, 299-300, 304, 421, 
455, 459, 494-6, 532-4, $445 tri- 
partite Canon of Old Testament 114, 
117, 130, 133, 135-9, 147-9, 157-9» 
533-4; 565 
of New Testament 57-9, 234-6, 239, 
252, 254, 261, 265-6, 273, 277, 280, 
282-308, 344, 365, 367, 375, 454, 
459-60, 494, 544, 563; beginnings of 
Christian Canon 61, 66; four-fold 
Canon of the gospel 55, 58, 266, 273, 
296, 298, 302, 306, 308, 344-5, 364, 
459; Johannine literature 277; Paul- 
ine epistles 239-42, 253, 261, 283, 
288, 333, 335, 566 
Cappadocian Fathers 361, 423, 447; see 
also Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Gregory of Nyssa 
Carpocrates 417-18 
Carpocratian Gnostics 302 
see also Gnosticism 
Cassiodorus, work on Vulgate 372, 521-2 
catechesis in New Testament 250, 264 
catenae in New Testament manuscripts 
325-6 
Celsus 65, 462-3, 472; see also Origen 
Christianity 
Gentile 289 
hellenistic 251, 292, 293 
Jewish 285, 289, 292, 298 
Palestinian 251 
Christology 391-2, 403, 413, 415-16, 421- 
2, 426, 428, 436, 441-3, 470, 505 
of Hebrews 263 
Johannine 280, 339, 401 
of Paul 251, 439 
traditional 256 


6II 


General Index 


Chronicler, the 76, 88, 89-90, 92, 101, 112, 
124, 129, 130, 218 
Church, the 
its connection with the New Testament 
text 311-12, 336-7, 339, 345, 375, 453 
as guarantor of authority of New Testa- 
Ment, $§3, 557, 561-2, 585 
Church Orders, the 256, 568, 570, 574, 
583-4 
Apostolic Church Order 575 
Cicero 237, 511-12, §22-4, $42, $50, $51 
citation formulae in New Testament 391 
Clement of Alexandria 236, 439, 466, 
568-9 
as exegete 417-18, 425, 429, 433, 436-7 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 
295, 297-8, 302-3 
as witness to text of New Testament 
327, 336, 338, 349-50, 356 
Clement of Rome 54, 303, 428 
relation to Canon of New Testament 
288, 291-2, 296 
as witness to text of New Testament 
332 
1 Clement 234, 240, 271, 288, 295, 302, 
335, 414, 460, §67, 578-9 
2 Clement 292, 298, 414 
codex, Christian preference for 56-60, 62- 
4, 274 
Codices 
Alexandrinus 142, 319, 322, 349, 352, 
357 
Amiatinus 522, 6o1, plate 4 
Argenteus 369 
Augiensis 356, 372 
Bezae 324, 333, 335, 34%, 344, 348-50, 
353-7, 361, 365-6, 375, 605, plate 24 
Bobbiensis 330, 339, 346, 354, 372 
Boernerianus 356, 372 
Brixianus 369 
Claramontanus 356, 372 
Ephraemi 349-50, 357 
Freer 320, 351, 354-5, 361, 364 
Gigas 355, 373 
Palatinus 354, 361, 369, 371 
Sinaiticus 142, 341, 350-2, 357, 359-60, 
363, 529, Gos, plate 25 
Vaticanus 142, 310, 328, 336, 341, 350- 
2, 355-6, 359-60, 363, 529 


Washingtonianus 529 
codicology, in study of New Testament 
text 312, 315-16, 321, 323, 325 
columns 
on cuneiform tablets 32-3 
on papyri 31, 51, 78, 151 
double in codices 354 
three or four in codices 360 
commentaries on Bible 199, 389, 419, 
566 
on law 145, 209, 211 
at Qumran 65, 150, 155, 216, 226, 392, 
396 
in early Church 373, 419, 437, 491-2, 


535-6, $43 
medieval Jewish 192 


community 
Christian books produced by 63-5, 
236, 282, 286 
Bible interpreted in and for 453, 561-2 
Coptic 27-9, 326, 329, 330, 346, 601, plate 6 
Bohairic 27-8, 347 
Sahidic 27-8, 336, 347, 356 
version of New Testament 338, 347, 
355, 358, 360, 369 
council of Jerusalem 247, 397 
covenant, in Old Testament, as involving 
law 42-3, 93, 96, 109, 120 
Covenanters, see Qumran 
Creation narratives 1, 40, 42, 70-1, 74, 
108, 401, §§2, 583 
credal statements 
in New Testament 567; in non-Pauline 
epistles 260; in Paul 251 
in early Church 440 
crises, as stimulus to literary activity 105— 
6, 108, 112-13 
cuneiform 1, 12, 32, 34, 35, 36, 373 see also 
scripts 
Cyprian of Carthage 345-6, 405 n., 416, 
425, 432-3, $45, §77, 581 
as exegete 428-9 
Testimonia 416, 428 
as witness to text of New Testament 
371-3 
Cyril of Alexandria 492, 495 
as exegete 445 
as witness to text of New Testament 
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Cyril of Jerusalem 568 
as witness to text of New Testament 358 


Damasus, Pope 512-14, 518, 523, §27 
Davidie authorship of psalms 106 
at Qumran 153 
in Theodore’s exegesis 498-501 
Dead Sea Scrolls 4, 14, 15, 16, 77 n., 182, 
219, 565; see Qumran, Square He- 
brew 
“Book of Study’ (‘ Meditation’) 154 
Damascus Document 150, 154, 386-7 
First Isaiah Scroll 183, 188, 191, 224n., 
603, plate 16 
Genesis Apocryphon 207-8, 220, 413 
Habakkuk Commentary 225-6, 388, 
604, plate 17 
Manual of Discipline 154, 190 
Psalms Scroll 152-3 
Second Isaiah Scroll 193 
Testimony Scroll 58 
Thanksgiving Hymns (Hédayét) 151, 
154, 190, 388 
War Scroll 154, 190 
Zadokite Documents 190 
Decalogue 34, 42, 118-19, 144, 217, 424, 
473, 560 
Yahwistic Decalogue 120 
Deutero-Isaiah 99, 110 
Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomic Code 95, 121, 122, 209- 
10 
Deuteronomistic historian 121 
Deuteronomic material 75, 199, 212~13, 
466 
Deuteronomic writers 108, 112 
diatribe, in New Testament epistles 238, 
248, 264 
Didache 292, 302, 430, 567, 580-1 
exegesis in 414 
relation to Canon of New Testament 
288-90, 305 
Didascalia 424-5, 428-9 
Didymus the Blind 514, 517 
exegesis of 443, 445 
Diodore of Tarsus 
as exegete 490, 492 
as witness to text of New Testament 
325, 361 


Dionysius of Alexandria 304 
as exegete 433-4 
divorce, law of 
in Old Testament 205—7, 209 
in New Testament 206, 396-7 
doceticism 286, 439 
Docetists 298 
doctrine, Christian 
as related to development of Canon 285, 
299, 456, 460 
as related to development of New Tes- 
tament exegesis 416, 421, 437, 440, 
449-$0, 453, 561 
as related to development of New Tes- 
tament text 311-12, 314, 317, 328-9, 
337s 339, 343-4) 375 
duplicate texts in Old Testament 76-7, 86— 
90, 97, 100, 103-4, 106, 164, 214 
Dura Europos 57, 217, 230 
roll-fragment 16 


eclectic method of establishing New 
Testament text 317, 321, 376 
editorial work 
in ancient world 38-40, 41, 45 
in Old Testament 76-7, 108, 160-1, 169 
in New Testament 11, 249, 274, 276, 


312, 359 
Egypt 
origin of early Christian papyri 7, 55-8, 
62, 64, 315-16 
use of papyrus 30-1 
Egyptian 36 
literature 46-8, 102 
words in Old Testament 2, 203-4 
Elephantine papyri 6, 123 
Eliezer ben Yose the Galilaean, Rabbi 221, 
384 
Elohistic narrative (E) 73, 75, 91, 107-8, 
181 
Ephraem the monk 324, 351 
Ephraem the Syrian 331, 338, 341, 355, 
364-§, 577 
Epiphanius of Salamis 457, 513, 523 
as exegete 443, 445 
as witness to Canon 138, 337 
as witness to text of New Testament 359 
epistles, the 53, 235—6, 269. 294, 352, 362- 
3, 459 
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epistles (cont.) 
Catholic epistles 271, 286, 306-7, 324, 
342, 349, 356, 366, 371-4, 494, 
544 
Pastoral epistles 241, 254-7, 288, 294-5, 
296 N., 301, 307 
Pauline epistles 236-52, 267, 425, 460, 
492, 506-7, 529, §43-45 565, 572; in 
Canon 257~9, 273, 285, 296-7, 300-1, 
307-8, 333; Marcion’s use of 294, 
306, 335, 3375 text of 62, 287-8, 316, 
320, 324, 335, 342, 349-50, 352, 356, 
359, 371-4, 462; witness to, in early 
Fathers 66, 254, 292-5, 305, 342-3, 
361, 365-6 
Epistle to Rheginus 261 
Epistula Apostolorum 418 
eschatology 225, 289, 291, 387, 434-5 
in Old Testament 100 
in New Testament 242-3, 245, 249, 251, 
258, 263, 265, 272, 274-5, 278, 280 
in the early Church 419, 430-3, 437-8, 
470 
Essenes 202, 221, 382-3, 386 
Ethiopic (Ge‘ez) 2, 3, 28, 157, 326, 340 
version of New Testament 369 
writing 28-9 
Eucharist 241, 251, 287, 414, 566-7, 568- 
80, 582~—4 
Eusebius of Caesarea 54, $5, 58, 61 n., 65, 
443s 4453 452s 513, $145 $17, 522, 527, 
574-5 
Ecclesiastical History 304, 331, 432-3 
as exegete 422, 425, 429-30, 433-4, 437- 
41, 446, 450 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 
137, 288, 291, 304-5 
as witness to text of New Testament 
349, 357-60, 365-7 
Eusebius of Nicomedia 368 
Eusebius of Vercelli 363 
Eustathius of Antioch, Antiochene exegete 
443 
Euthalius 362 
Euthalian material 362—3 
Evagrius of Antioch 363 
Evagrius of Pontus 362-3, 523 
evangelists, the 266, 268, 288, 307, 315 n., 


451, 471, 494, 5§7, 580 


exegesis 105, 378, 406, 411, 469, 476, 479, 
485, 488 
of Old Testament 68, 99, 189, 199-231, 
262-3, 380, 389-96, 400-3, 414, 
416, 504; Jewish exegesis 65, 199- 
231, 386, 391, 412, 414, 438, 475, 498, 
‘applied’ 202, 221-8, ‘pure’ 202~20, 
225; rabbinic exegesis 176, 208, 232, 
383-6, 392, 395-G, 412, 435, 477 
of New Testament 284, 293-4, 296-7, 
327, 347, 35%, 362, 416, 5035 early 
Christian exegesis 292, 324-5, 412- 
53, 467, 543; Gnostic exegesis 416—- 
18, 434 


Fleury palimpsest 355, 371, 373 
form-critical analysis 
of Old Testament 67-8, 81-3, 91 
of New Testament 268-9, 276 


Gamaliel II 217 
genealogical method in study of New 
Testament text 309-10, 317, 376 
genizah 56, 156 
at Cairo 16, 175 
Gentiles, admission of, to Church 397-8, 
402, 423 
Georgian 315, 367 
manuscripts of New Testament 326, 341 
version of New Testament 351, 363, 
367-8 
Gezer calendar 4, 13 
Gilgamesh 85 
Gilgamesh epic 33, 40, 41, 42, 71 
glosses of texts 
of Old Testament 76-9, 99, 194, 212, 525 
of New Testament 272, 313, 324-5, 344— 
5» 37° 
gnosis in New Testament 263, 279 
Gnosticism 285-6, 298-300, 302, 418 
in early Church 244-5, 253, 256-7, 263, 
279, 302 
exegesis 329, 342, 345, 347s 416-19, 424, 
426-7, 434 
gospels: of Philip 417; of Thomas 55, 
285, 297, 299, 303, 305, 329, 333, 
336, 346-7, 4593 of Truth 426, 459 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 


293-7, 301-2, 306, 308, 335 


G14 


General Index 


gospel, the 367, 402, 405, 450, 474, 483, 
485, 487-9, 572 
as a new literary form 236, 279, 288 
as preached by early Christians 53-4, 61, 
232, 290, 292, 294, 419, 440, 538, 580 
preached by Paul 233, 238-0, 244, 247, 
249-50, 287, 407, 507 
written gospel 233, 265, 267, 272, 471 
gospels, the 53, 235-6, 450-1, 453, 494, 570 
acceptance and circulation of 55, 296-7 
as division of New Testament Canon 
265-9, 273, 459, 471, 518-20, 523 
separated gospels 345-6, 364-5, 367, 
567; see also Tatian 
text of 287, 301, 323, 326, 329-33, 3355 
337s 344-52, 354-5, 358, 360-2, 366, 
371, 374, 400, $27-30, 5.45 
gospels, apocryphal 299, 303, 305 
According to the Egyptians 285, 297-9, 
303 
According to the Hebrews 285, 291, 297— 
91 3033 3055 347, 459, 517, 535 
of Peter 296-8, 305 
Gothic 330, 368 
version of New Testament 363, 369 
writing 24 
Greek 
language 9, 154-5, 157, 259, 275, 289, 
312, 336, 376, $11, 517-18, 549, 5575 
alphabet 18-20, 61; biblical Greek 7- 
9, 11, 3503 hellenistic Greek 11, 3223 
Jewish Greek 7-11, 264; Koine 
Greek 7, 10-11, 254, 322, 357; New 
Testament Greek 7-11, 271, 310, 
370, 461; semitisms 7-10, 264; words 
in Old Testament 2 
culture and literature: apocalypses 10— 
113 influence on transmission of Old 
Testament 166 
texts: of Old Testament Go—-1, 148, 151, 
167-70, 381, 420, 497, 513, 527-39, 
532; of New Testament 266, 310, 
313, 318, 324, 326, 329-30, 337-8, 
345, 353-8, 364, 368, 372-4, 443, 546, 
Gor, plate 3 
Gregory the Great, Pope 521, 361 


Gregory of Nazianzus 443, 445, 513, 569, 


Gregory of Nyssa 443, 445 
Gregory Theodorus 425-6 


Habiru 1-2 
haggadah 203, 207-8, 218, 220, 226, 230-1, 
256-7, 384-5, 397 
Hagiographa (Writings) as division of Old 
Testament Canon 115, 130, 131, 133, 
135-43, 149-51, 155, 395, 414 
halakhah 214, 221, 223, 229-30, 256, 384, 
386, 397-9, 407 
halakhic midrash 205 
Hananiah ben Hezekiah, Rabbi 134, 156 
hands, defiling, as indication of canonicity 
114, 134, 156 
haphtarah 201, 564 
harmonisation 
of legal traditions of Old Testament 
209, 2123 see also exegesis of Old 
Testament 
of gospels 76, 326, 331-2, 337, 344-6, 
348, 354, 367, 463, 4715 see also Tatian 
Hebrew 7, 12, 68, 78, 146~7, 150, 154, 156, 
204-§, 293, 343, 383, 496, 512, 517— 
18, 549-50, 564 
biblical 18 
Early (Palaeo-) Hebrew 12-15, 601, 
plates 1, 13; alphabet 12-15, 16, 17 
fig. A, 26; documents and inscrip- 
tions 12, 13 
influence on New Testament 11 
language of the Canaanites 1, 4, 68; of 
the Old Testament 1-2, 4, 11, 17 
Mishnaic 4 
modern 2, 4, 12, 16-17, 26 
original language of mankind? 1 
proto-Hebrew 4-5 
rabbinical 2, 4 
Square Hebrew script 12, 15, 16-17, 
603, plate 2 
text of Old Testament 9, 50, 158-61, 
166-73, 175-7, 180, 183-5, 189-90, 
192, 202-4, 360, 373, 381, 420, 438, 
445, 456-61, 475-7, 515, 521, 530—- 
2, 545 
vocalisation 5, 17, 160, 175, 189, 389 
Hebrews 261~4, 284, 402, 500 
authorship 241, 261, 264, 302, 460, 466, 
561 
exegesis in 408-10, 413, 466 
position in Canon 240, 261, 292, 294-5, 
300, 303, 305-7, 544, 561-2 
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Hebrews (cont.) 
hellenism 
influence on Judaism 48, 166, 168, 182; 
on Church 66, 239, 263, 344 
Jewish hellenistic literature 177, 192, 
208, 255 
hellenists in New Testament 263 
Heracleon, gnostic, allegoriser 296, 418- 
19, 426 
hermeneutics 148, 190, 386; see also 
allegory, exegesis, typology 
Herodotus 87, 304 
Hexateuch 273 
‘hidden’ books as extra-canonical 155-7 
Hilary of Poitiers 451-2, 511, 523, 533 
as exegete 439, 443-4, 446-8, §37 
De Trinitate 446 
Hillel 206, 221-2, 383-4 
Hippolytus of Rome, apologist 293, 418- 
19, 428-9, 431~4, 436, 449, 451 
Apostolic Tradition 429, 568 
as witness to New Testament text 342, 
349-50 
histovical interpretation of Bible 360, 386, 
492, 498, 503-6, §07-9, SII, 538, 
547, $53-43 see also Antiochene exe- 
gesis, Theodore of Mopsuestia 
historiography 41~2, 44-6, 124-5, 277 
history 44-5, 80, 109, 118, 124-5, 303, 549, 
551 
as record of God's acts 553-4 
Deuteronomic History 73, 92, 108, 
125 
of the Church 247, 307, 311-12 
of Israel 67, 73, go—-2, 108, 111-12, 165, 
499, 508 
‘Succession History of David’ 91-2 
Holy Spirit, doctrine of 422-3, 445-6 
Homer, allegorising of 378-9, 382, 417, 
435, 458 
criticism of 327 
hymns 
in ancient world 40, 47 
in Old Testament 81, 99, 114, 568 
in New Testament 251, 253, 391, 399 n. 
in early Church 421, 484, 543 


Iconoclastic struggle, literature suffers in 
313, 318, 321 


Ignatius of Antioch 295, 332, 342, 567 
as witness to New Testament Canon 
288, 292-3, 305-6 
Pseudo-Ignatius 306 
inspiration 
of Bible 459, 461-5, 475, 481, 486-7, 
492-4) 5475 554, $57» $61 
of Old Testament 117, 161, 166, 342, 
421 
of New Testament 53, 307 
of Septuagint 50 
interpretation 
of Bible 427, 437-8, 440, 449-50, 452-5, 
461, 467-72, 475-8, 486-90, 535, 
§37-8; unity of 480-5, 488-9, 499- 
joo, 508-9 
of Old Testament 50, 68, 132, 149, 201- 
2, 206-16, 227-8, 231, 419; Jewish 
380, 412, 435; at Qumran 154, 190, 
387-8; in early Church 52, 134, 291, 
377-412, 416; of units of Old Testa- 
ment 76-8, 83-4, 87-91, 98, 101~2, 
104-6, 110-11, 118, 127 
of New Testament 282, 314, 330, 342, 
375, 4195 453, 484 
inter-testamental period 72, 112, 199, 217, 
223, 230 
Irenaeus of Lyons 61, 64, 434, 451-2, 567 
Adversus Haereses 62, 348, 427, 432 
as exegete 418-19, 423-8, 431-2, 436, 
449 
as witness to New Testament Canon 
266-7, 273, 278, 282, 284, 294-6, 
301-3, 426 
as witness to New Testament text 324, 
332, 338, 342, 344, 347-9, 355 
Ishmael, Rabbi 216, 221, 384 
Israel as people of God 75, 79, 92, 95-6, 
109, 120-1 
Trala 372, 545 


Jahwistic narrative (J) 71, 73, 75, 9%, 107- 
8, 181 

James: Protevangelium 347 

Jamnia, Synod of 133-5, 136, 145, 159, 
174, 177, 179, 300 

Jerome 203, 510-41, 555, §61, 568-70, 
576, 580, 584 

acceptance by Church 520 
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Jerome (cont.) 
at Antioch 512-13, 514 
asceticism §11—12, 514, 517 
commentaries 511, 514-16, §27, 53524! 
on Canon 137-8, 157, 532-5 
as classical scholar 511-12, 514, 517 
linguistic knowledge 517 
as text-critic 203, 360, 371, $13, 526-32 
work on Bible translation 169, 373-4, 
513-16, 517-26, 545-6 
Johanan ben Zakkai 133-4, 384 
Johannine literature 277-82, 285 
Johannine theology 285, 426, 506 
John Cassian 582-3 
John Chrysostom 568-9, 572-3, 575-7; 
579, 584 
as exegete 490, 492, 494 
as witness to text of New Testament 
320, 325, 341, 361, 369 
Josephus 2, 9, 131, 223, 228-30, 299, 386, 
438, 518 
as interpreter of Old Testament 199, 
204, 206-8, 213, 217-20 
as witness to Canon of Old Testament 
114-17, 124-5, 136-7, 139, 146-8, 
177 
Judah ben Itai, Rabbi 230 
Judah the Prince, Rabbi 136, 227 
Judaism 122, 157, 228, 247, 264, 275, 280- 
1, 291, 406, 435, 21, 533 
attitude to scriptures 48-52, 55, 115, 
132, 168, 380, 396, 403, 412-14, 449 
hellenistic 11, 383, 414, 467 
orthodox 65, 133, 150, 152, 154-5, 183— 
4) 222, 226, 228-9 
Palestinian 139-40, 148-9, 159, 383 
Pharisaic 233 
rabbinic 145, 185, 190, 199, 272 
relation to Christianity 66, 234, 239 
Tannaitic 217, 384 
Justin Martyr 404-5, 436, 447, 571, 576 
Dialogue with Trypho 414 
as exegete 414-16, 421-3, 428, 431-2, 
438, 441-2 
First Apology 567-8, §74-§, §77 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 
234, 236, 294, 301, 426 
as witness to text of New Testament 
332, 337-8, 342, 344, 570 


kerygma in early Church 55, 229, 270, 284 
king-lists, as first stage of historiography 
41, 44 


Lachish letters 4, 14-15, 34 
Lactantius 422, 425-6, 431-4, 441 
languages 
of Old Testament 1-7; see also Aramaic, 
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac 
of New Testament 7-11, 3123 see also 
Greek, Latin, Syriac 
Latin 157, §17, 545, 558, 574 
alphabet 20-4 
Fathers of the Church 338, 345; see also 
Tertullian 
words in New Testament 53 
version of Old Testament 160, 169, 176, 
185, 460, 515; of New Testament 
326-7, 330-1, 336, 344-6, 348, 354, 
367, 370-3, $30, 532-3, African 
Latin 372~3, European Latin 372-3; 
Old Latin version of Bible 169, 326, 
330, 337-41, 345-6, 348-50, 354-6, 
361, 369-74, 518, 520-5, 527-9, 5.45 
law 42-6, 48-9, 50, 51, 61, 64, 65-6, 109, 
115, 118, 120-1, 122-3, 133, 135-8, 
150, 1§§, 156, 159, 199-200, 232-3 
in ancient world 42-6 
canon law 426 
code of law 94-6, 126, 199, 412, 486 
collections of laws 43, 70, 92 n., 93-6 
legal literature 44, 70, 80, 92-6, 118, 
205-6, 386, 481 
ritual law 94 
Law, the, in Old Testament 
attitude of New Testament 232-3, 235, 
392-3, 397-9, 402-3, 408-9 
book found in Temple 120-1 
codes in Old Testament: Book of the 
Covenant 95, 120, 209-11; Deutero- 
nomic Code 95, 199, 209~10; Holi- 
ness Code 95-6, 101, 122; Priestly 
Code 122-3, 199, 210 
as division of Old Testament Canon 94, 
96, 109, 115, 133, 135-8, 146-50, 15 5- 
6, 159, 414, 478, 508, 564-5 
exposition by Ezra 95, 122-4, 144, 201, 
565, 585 
oral Law 49, 50, 55, 222, 233 
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Law (cont.) 
reverence for 48-51, 64-6, 118, 145, 
199-200, 381, 387, 396, 412, 570-2 
use of, in early Church 61, 423+5, 466, 
468, 473, 482 
written Law 49 
lectionaries 361 
in Church 270-1, 319, 571, 573-4) 
582-3 
in synagogue 564, 566, 573 
lectio continua §71~-2, 581 
lectionary manuscripts 323 
lectors, see readers in early Church services 
lemmata in New Testament manuscripts 
324, 357 
lessons 
in synagogue 564 
in early Church services 454, 568~75, 
576, 581-4 
Letter of Aristeas 50, 146-7, 167, 178, 414, 
456 
Pseudo-Aristeas 427, 430, 438 
letters, private 53, 236, 237-9, 252, 259, 
281; see also Pauline epistles 
Levi, Rabbi 208 
Levites, as authoritative interpreters of 
Old Testament 75, 200-1, 221, 585 
literal interpretation 
of Old Testament 223, 380-1, 383 
of New Testament 360, 427, 433-4, 
441-2, 447-8, 452, 467-74, 480, 482— 
3 486, 492, 552, 555 
literature of Old Testament, history of 
development of 67-8, 81 
literary analysis of Old Testament 73-6, 
79> 9% 
liturgy 7, 152-3, 586 
of Temple 130, 201, 563, 568 
of synagogue 141, 201, 261, 563-4, 566, 
569-70 
in early Church 65, 232, 367, 563, 567, 
570, 578-9 
influence on Old Testament 99, 111; on 
New Testament 64, 323 
liturgical forms in Old Testament 130, 
578; in New Testament 253, 260, 
271, 281, 566-7, 578 
liturgical languages 25, 27 
logia §§, §7, 61-2, 266, 280, 414 


Lord’s Prayer 290, 471, 523, 567, 580-1 
Lucian of Antioch 65, 420 
as exegete 360-1, 442, 489-90 
as witness to New Testament text 173, 
320, 368 
Luke, Gospel of 
authorship of 266-7, 269, 307 
Marcion’s use of 294, 296, 337, 369 
position in New Testament Canon 273, 
283, 289-90, 292-4, 300, 529 
‘proto-Luke’ 275-6 
structure of 268-9, 275-6 
text of 10-11, 131, 289-90, 320, 328-9, 
337-40, 361, 363, 471, 524 
theology of 267, 274-5, 476 
use of Mark 267-8, 271, 275, 296, 333 
use of Old Testament 390 
Luke—Acts 235 
position in Canon 273, 283 
purpose of 273~4 
structure of 276-7 


text of 59, 64, 274, 287, 344 
theology of 274-6 


Manichees 326, 331, 542-3, 552 
Manichaean materialism 551 
manuscript groups of New Testament 311— 
15, 317-19, 323-4, 326, 329, 333 
338-9, 353, 376 
cursives 530 
main groups: Family 1 314-15, 323, 
349, 3533 Family TT 319, 361; Ferrar 
group (Family 13) 315, 319, 323~4 
334, 349, 364 
minuscules 313, 315, 318, 324, 327, 334, 
339» 349, 349, 351-3 355—Os 362 
uncials 313, 315-16, 318, 324, 327, 338, 
350-5, 357, 362-3 
Marcellus of Ancyra, as exegete 442-3, 
446 
Marcion 296, 354, 408, 423, 451, 480 
as witness to New Testament Canon 
240-1, 248, 254, 293-4, 303 
as witness to New Testament text 332, 
335, 337-8, 342-5, 416-17 
marginalia 
in Old Testament manuscripts 186 
in New Testament manuscripts 313, 


324-5, 351, 353. 355, 359, 366 
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Mari texts 1, 42, 44, 70 
Mark, Gospel of 
authorship of 235, 266, 269, 291, 307 
position in New Testament Canon 291, 
294, 300, 302, 369, §29 
priority of 267-8, 270-1, 272, 275, 296 
structure of 266, 268, 270-1, 566 
text of 7, 10, 273, 302, 320, 333, 349, 
35%, 361, §24, 528-9 
theology 270-1, 476 
use of Old Testament 390 
use of in early Church 54-5, 59 
Massada 156, 169, 183 
Massoretic text 144, 163, 169, 170-81, 183— 
5, 188-93, 224, 230, §32 
Massoretes 160, 175 
proto-Massoretic text 173-4, 178, 198 
Matthew, Gospel of 
authorship of 235, 266 
Jewish tone of 206, 272 
position in New Testament Canon 283, 
289-94, 300, 369, $29 
structure of 272-3, 566 
text of 56, 62, 131, 289, 320, 334, 337-95 
351, 353, 361, 471, 524 
theology of 396, 399, 476 
use of Mark 266-8, 270—2, 275, 296, 333 
use of Old Testament 272-3, 276, 390, 
399, 405 
use of, in Church 268, 271, 566, 571 
Megilloth (Scrolls) 111, 135, 141, 150 
Mekhilta 211-12, 217, 222, 384 n. 
Melito 439, 533 
as exegete 414-15 
Homily on the Pasch 414, 367, §74 
as witness to Canon 137 
memoirs 
of the prophets 125 
of the apostles 236, 270, 344, $70 
Mesrop, provides Armenian alphabet 367-8 
messianic interpretation 
at Qumran 412 
rabbinic 226, 396, 413 
in New Testament 405, 408, 413 
middét 221-2, 383-§, 393 
midrash 6, 79, 157, 176, 199-231, 263 
*al tigré’ midrash 187-9 
in New Testament 404, 413, 419 
Tannaitic 222, 229 


millenarianism in early Church 291, 431- 
4) 555 

ministry, development of doctrine 399, 
414, 428-9 

Mishnah 114, 135, 201, 212, 216, 222, 224, 
229 

Moabite 3, 5 n. 

Moabite Stone 87 

Montanism 285, 301, 308, 354, 418 

moral sense of scripture 382, 468-70 

Murabba‘at 49, 51, 169, 183 

Muratorian canon 240, 266, 273, 282-3, 
300-2 


Naassene Gnostics 417 
Nabataean 6 
Nag Hammadi, Gnostic documents found 
at 285 
narrative writing 552 
in ancient world 41 
in Old Testament 75, 86-92, 97, 105, 
107-8, 110-11, 137, 207-8, 481 
in New Testament 419 
in pseudepigrapha 157 
Neo-Platonism 543, 551-2, 554 
Neo-Pythagoreanism 380, 382 
Nestorianism 25, 365, 375, 490, 505 
Nestorius 492 
New Testament 
literary criticism of 262, 267-8, 294, 
303-4 
units of tradition of 265, 267-71, 275-6, 
286-8, 375-6 
Nicene theology 442-3, 446-7, 489, 505 
nomina sacra in Christian manuscripts 60- 
1, 64, 66 
notebooks 
in antiquity 54 
in early Church 53-7, 59 
Novatian 434 
as exegete 422, 425, 431, 451-2 
as witness to text of New Testament 
345-6 
Nubian version of New Testament 369-70 
numerology 
in Jewish literature 281 
in New Testament 281 
in early Church 414, 559-Go 
Nuzi texts 44, 70 
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Oea, riot at 521, 546 
Offices in early Church 576, 580-4 
Old Testament, connections with ancient 
Near Eastern material 7o-1, 79-81, 
86, 93, 102-3 
Old Testament 
different traditions 69, 71, 73-6, 85, 87, 
90, 91, 106-7, 113, 120, 124, 1613 
see also text 
literature of 67-113 
types of literature in 67~71, 72, 79-105 
use of in New Testament 51-2, 62, 177, 
213, 232-4, 246~7, 256, 262-3, 272, 
362-3, 377s 379s 386, 389-411, 564; in 
early Church 53, 61, 286 
Onias temple 223-5 
oracles, collections of 378, 420, 462 
in Old Testament 77, 92 n., 97-101, 105, 
109, 118, 127 
oracular view of Bible 419-20, 422-3, 
449, 451, 454 
Origen 446, 449-52, 454-89, 530, 568, 
576-7, 581 
Commentaries 454-5, 497, 537, 572-3 
as exegete 351, 418-19, 422, 425, 429, 
433-9, 454-§, 465-70, 485-9 
Hexapla 160, 177, 189, 454, 458, 460, 
51S, $21, $32 
Homilies 454-5, 513-14, §17 
use of philosophy 433-8, 487 
Scholia 454-5 
on text 65, 324, 349-53, 355-6, 358-6o, 
366-7, 455-61, 474-80 
witness to New Testament Canon 137, 
156-7, 173, 189, 295-6, 303-5, 459- 
60, §33-4 
orthodoxy, involved in development of 
New Testament exegesis 416 
Canon 285-6, 294, 299, 321 
text 364 


Palestinian canon of Old Testament 141, 
143, 145-9, 158-9, 199, 533-45 see 
also Alexandria 

Palmyrene 6, 26 

Pamphilus, teacher of Eusebius 359, 363 

Pantaenus 302, 303, 327 

Papias 58, 278, 288, 296, 307, 432-3, 
518 


preference for oral tradition 54, 61, 234, 
266-7, 290-2, 297, 332 
papyri of Old and New Testament 9, 48, 
55-6, 59, 60, 66, 237, 316, 323, 328, 
336, 359, 354-5 
Bodmer papyri 56, 328, 341, 347, 349-50 
Chester Beatty papyri 56, 60, 62, 63, 
316, 324, 326, 349-53, 355, 357 
Egerton Gospel 56, 62 
Nash Papyrus 16, plate 15 
Rylands papyri 56, 63, plate 3 
parousia 9, 242, 253, 257-8, 267, 270, 282, 
418, 430 
Paul, see epistles 
Paul of Samosata, exegete 489-90 
Paula 514, 516, 584 
Pauline theology 225, 252, 506, 509 
Paulinus of Antioch, ‘Antiochene’ exe- 
gete 442 
Paulinus of Antioch, ordains Jerome 513-~14 
Paulinus of Nola 342 
Pelagius 372, 374, 516, 36 
Pelagian controversy 556, 561 
Pelagians 580 
Pentateuch 123-4, 128-9, 140, 143-6, 
169-71, 236, 435-6, 467; see also 
Samaritan Pentateuch 
legal material 118, 120, 205, 412, 429 
literary analysis of 71, 73-6, 106-8, 181 
Mosaic authorship 74, 114-15, 380 
reading of 201, 564 
text of 191, 193—§, 209, 220, 435 
translations of 167, 176, 530 
use of in early Church 6a, 262, 273, 395 
Persian 
words in Old Testament 2 
Church 25 
version of New Testament 341, 370 
personae, passages in Psalms allotted to 
413-14, 416, 498-500, 505 
péser technique of exegesis 
at Qumran 102, 190, 226, 388, 396, 412 
in New Testament 262, 392, 394, 396 
Peshitta 158-9, 192, 203-6, 216 n., 365—6, 
374, 604, plate 21 
Pharisees 117, 202, 206, 221-5, 233, 2723 
see also Judaism 
Pharisaic influence on Old Testament 
text 175 
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Philo 48, 50 n., 213, 228, 299, 414 
interpretation of Old Testament 379- 
86, 389, 392 n., 4or 
use of allegory 429-30, 435-8, 449, 467 
witness to Canon of Old Testament 
148 
witness to text of Old Testament 204 n., 
395-6 
Pseudo-Philo 213—14 
philology in early Church 316, 320, 342, 
345, 357-9; 370, 374, 539 
Philoxenus, bishop of Mabbug 365-6 
Phoenician 3, 13 
Photius, patriarch of Constantinople 313, 
320-1, 361 
Pierius 528, 537 
Pilgrimage of Etheria 568, 573, §75, §82-3 
Pirke Aboth (Sayings of the Fathers) 201 
Plato 49, 228, 255, 304, 377-9, 437, 452 
Platonism 382, 401, 435, 475, 484, 5513 
Christian Platonism 435, 488 
semi-Platonic tone of Hebrews 261, 
263, 402, 409 
Pliny 30, 260, 567 
the Elder 56 
Plotinus 552 
Polycarp 61, 64, 355, 365, 518 
as witness to Canon of New Testament 
249, 254, 258, 288, 292~3 
Porphyry as critic of Origen 487-9, §51 
post-Pauline literature 251-65, 283 
prayers 
in ancient world 47 
in Jewish practice 564, 580 
in early Church services 566, 568-70, 
576, §77-8, 580-1 
Priestly Work (P) 71, 73, 91-2, 96, 107—8, 
112, 212-14 
Primasius, early commentator 367, 373 
Procopius, early translator 574 
proof-texts 
from Qumran 54, 233, 262, 412 
in New Testament 54, 405, 413 
in early Church 415-16, 422, 428, 437, 
4452 449, 452 


prophecy $54 
in ancient world 48 


in Old Testament 96—102, 114-15, 118, 
127-8, 410, 481 


in early Church 51, 233, 245, 276, 279, 
398, 407 
fulfilment of, at Qumran 102, 225-6, 
387-9, 394-6; in New Testament 
239, 258, 276, 394, 399-401, 403, 
409-11, 480-1, 585 
Prophets, the 
appealed to at Qumran 150, 155; in 
New Testament 564-5; by early 
Church 133, 159, 232, 395, 413-14, 
421, 508, §70-1 
as division of Old Testament Canon 
115, 129, 135-8, 149, 235, 403, 516 
Former Prophets 107-9, 135, 136, 140, 
142, 143, 164, 189, 194, 201 
Latter Prophets 109, 135, 136, 140, 142, 
143, 164, 201 
Minor Prophets 110, 125, 135, 136, 142, 
492, SOI-4, 516 
prophetic literature 77-8, 80-1, 84, 96~- 
102, 118, 119, 124, 125, 127~-9, 130, 
137, 142, 236, 420-1 
proverbs 
in Old Testament 46, 97, 103-4 
in New Testament 254, 340 
psalmody 
pre-Israelite 68-9 
in Old Testament 67~9, 80, 83, 111, 157 
in early Church 564-6, 568-70, 579, 
581-2, 584 
psalms 301, 466, 491 
in ancient world 46-7, 68 
in Old Testament 76-7, 82, 106, 119; 
outside Psalter 90, 97, 99, 130, 1643 
royal 83; wisdom 104 
at Qumran 111, 151-3, 388 
quoted in New Testament 232, 262 
Psalter 68, 77, 97, III, 141, 1§1-3, 195, 
499, 578, 583 
use in early Church 130; ‘Gallican’ 
Psalter 515, §22, §27, 531 
pseudepigrapha 72, 104, 146, 150, 155, 
167, 178, 199, 257, 264 
The Assumption of Moses 257 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs 264 
from Qumrén 154, 157 
use in early Church 158 
pseudonymity as claim to inspired author- 


ship 132~3, 257, 413 
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pseudonymity (cont.) 

in New Testament 255 
Ptolemy, Gnostic 294, 296-7, 424, 426 
Ptolemy II Philadelphus 149, 167, 530-1 
Punic 3, 550 


Qumran 73, 78 n., 143, 201, 223 

copying of manuscripts 49-50, 65, 184, 
190 

exegesis 216, 219-21, 224-5, 233, 386-9, 
394-6, 412~13, 585 

scrolls 111, 162, 182, 184~5, 189, 191-2, 
225, 280, 299, 400; see Dead Sea Scrolls 

texts 6, 49, 72, 133 

use of Old Testament 54, 190, 565 

witness to Old Testament Canon 124, 
149-57 

witness to Old Testament text 169, 
183-7, 189-93 

see also péfer 

quotations 

of Old Testament at Qumran 190 

of Old Testament in New Testament 
131, 377, 390 393-5» 3971 403-7) 409, 
532, 562 

from Fathers as witness to New Testa- 
ment Canon 271, 289~90, 292, 306; 
to New Testament text 309, 320, 329— 
32, 335-8, 340-1, 345-6, 355-7, 364, 
366, 370-2, 376, 416, 426, 494 


rabbinic literature 51, 72, 94-5, 166, 169, 
226, 229 
quotations of Bible in 176, 192 
Rabbula, authorship of Peshitta 364-5, 374 
Rashi 74, 219 
Rashi-script 18 
Ras Shamra 37, 42 
texts 3, 4, 68-9, 70, 72 
readers, in early Church services 50, 362, 
$70~2, §74 
reading 313 
circulation of literature in early Church 
55» 63-5, 575 
knowledge of 48-9 
reading aloud 49-50, 54, 62 
recital, as influence on Old Testament 
literature 119-20 
Revelation 53, 100, 277, 280-2, 288, 315, 


322, 349~-§0, 352, 366-8, 373, 398, 


538, $67, §73 
authorship 278 


nature of 157, 236, 281, 284, 344, 430 

position in Canon 234-6, 280, 282-3, 285— 
6, 291, 295—G, 301, 304~7, 357, 365, 
367, 434, 494 

riddles, in Old Testament 46, 84-5 

Rufinus 511-12, 533-4, 536 


Sadducees 202, 223-5 
Samaria, ostraca 14-15, 34, 69 n. 
Samaritan 
canon of Old Testament 143 
community 15, 123-4, 143-5, 168, 170, 
178, 198 
Pentateuch 7, 123-4, 144-5, 169~—70, 
172, 174, 178, 180-1, 192, 198, 215 n., 
603, plate 14 
schism 112, 144 
text 163, 177, 185, 532 
sanctuary legends 69~70, 88 
scholia 325-6 
scribes, in ancient world 14, 31-3, 35-49, 
42, 45; in Israel 40, 102, 122, 160-2, 
166, 168, 186, 194, 200-1, 2213; in 
early Church 60~3, 65, 310, 319, 325, 
338, 343, 359 
scribal schools 35-6, 38, 50, 103, 181; 
Babylonian 36; Egyptian 35-6; 
Temple 38 
scribal techniques 49, 62, 65, 166, 184, 
186, 189, 362, 457-8, 515 
scriptoria 35, 65, 185, 313, 316, 360 
scripts 11-29, 42, 368 
Coptic 27~8, Gor, plate 6 
cuneiform 12, 35, 36, 37 
cursive 5, 14, 16-19, 21-2, 26 
Egyptian demotic 28, 603, plate 12 
Ethiopic 28 
Greek 19, 458 
hieratic 35, 602, plates 9, 10 
hieroglyphic 35 
italic 24 
majuscule 21-2, 27 
minuscule 19-24, 309 
monumental (lapidary) 14, 16, 19, 21,27 
Old Hebrew 12 
Samaritan 15, 145 
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scripts (cont.) 
Square Hebrew 15, 16-17 
uncial 19, 21, 28, 309 
scriptures 114, 133-4, 147-8, 154, 232, 
293; 345, 362, 366, 452, 460-2, 464-5, 
487-8; see also Canon 
of Old Testament 52-5, 58, 115-16, 
124, 132, 136, 380, 400, 405, 411 
of New Testament 64-5, 133, 239, 282, 
293~4, 454, 456; copying of Christian 
scriptures 65-6 
attitude of early Church to 50-3, 55 
selection, of Christian literature 284-5; 
see also Canon of New Testament 
Semitic languages 2~5, 7-8, 18~19, 24, 26, 
160-1, 167-8, 343 
influence on New Testament 7-8 
letters of 18, 26 
North Semitic 3, 13, 18-19 
South Semitic 3, 29 
syntax 4, §, 8, 9 
triliteral consonantal word-stems 4—5,18 
Septuagint (LXX) 148, 160, 188, 203, 
227, 230, 275, 326 
attitude of Jews to 50, 145 
canon different from Hebrew 135-7, 
139, 141-2, 145-6, 152, 199, 421, §34 
differing text of 72, 124, 167, 170, 172-4, 
178, 191~2, 204-6, 21§, 223, 404-5, 
423, 428, 438, 441-2, 467, 475, 495-7, 
500, 513, $15, $21, 525, 564 
influence on New Testament 8, 10, 343 
language of 7-8 
use of, in Church 50, 149, 158, 232, 262, 
360, 374, 391, 397, 445, 455-9; 476, 
518-19, 530-2, 545~6, 557-8 
Serapion of Antioch 284, 296, 298, 305 
Serapion of Thmuis, Sacramentary 568, 
577, 580 
sermons 
in Judaism 383 
in New Testament 264, 499 
in early Church 260-1, 419, 454-5, $57, 
568, 572, $75-7, 582 
Shammai 206, 222 
‘Shepherd’ of Hermas 64 
relation to early Canon of New Testa- 
ment 62, 157, 288, 291, 295, 301, 302, 
305, 460 


Sibylline books 378 
signs, in understanding scripture 548-9 
Siloam inscriptions 4, 14-15 
Simon ben-Shetah 38 
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